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For the Christian Repository. pleasure, and honor, and wealth, and 
On Revivals of Religion. their waste of time in attending so 
NO. IT. many religious meetings ; all which 


There ate some who look with a || appear to them like the effect of par- 
suspicious eye on every thing which || tial derangement. They would not 
Mears the name of a revival of reli- || object to the regular attendance up- 
vion. They consider the whole as/|j on religious meetings on the Sab- 
enthusiasm or sympathy, or the,ef- || bath, but they think the command- 
ect of terror, or a strong excitement || ment is, “six days shalt thou labor,” 
of the animal feelings, which will ie they view it as a violation of 


the 


this commandment to spend so 


the (manent good effects. And somedo/} much of the week in attending to 
” not hesitate to say, it is sll produced || religious concerns. 
e 






by human exertion, and its subjects 


By enthusiasm, these persons un- 
are only those of weak minds, and doubtedly mean a warmth of feeling 
uch as are easily led away; and |} altogether disproportioned to the 


soon subside, and produce no ‘| 
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das hey apply to those who attempt to importance of the object in view. 
Ne e . r . 
ion Mapromote revivals, the declaration of || They do not consider that man 
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Jead captive silly women,” &c.— 


he apostle, “For of this sort are | chargeable with enthusiasm whe 
hey which creep into houses, and}; pursues an important object with 
great engagedness. When the state 
Now, that all this may not be true |/1s in danger, they think no efforts 
with respect to some of those ex- | too great, to rouse._the public atten- 
citements which are called revivals, }| tion, and to stimulate every lover ot 
I shall not undertake to affirm.— j| his country to active exertion. No 
But that it is true with respect to || warmth of feeling which can be ma- 
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ial (all, will by no means be admitted. Se on such an occasion, ap- 
of Be That there are some genuine revi- || pears to them unreasonable or en- 
” GE vals of true religion, which are pro- | thusiastic. When the country is 
duced by the saving uperations of || invaded, they condemin no man who 

the Spirit of God, is my full belief; || neglects his ordinary concerns, and 

ot Mand that they are numerous at the || flies to arms to repel the invader. 
es img present day, [ have nodoubt. And || They oe no man with enthusi- 
ry fl think a candid attention to the |} asm, who devotes his time, and his 
v- fag Subject will convince any one, that || talents, and his wealth, to save his 
1d (i the attempt to account for them 7a] country from foreign domination. 
other principles must utterly fail. || Nay, when much smaller interests 

ve The opposers of revivals sme are at stake, these persons are not 
a- jae times say, it is all enthusiasm ; and |} over scrupulous in their regard to 
Min confirmation of .it, allege the || the commandment to labor six days 

1s (a warmth of feeling manifested by |} and rest the seventh. On the eve 
to | many on such occasions, the neglect || of an election on which they deem 
of of their ordinary concerns for the || the interests of their party to de- 
1s Ie purpose of going from house to house }} pend, when the only question is, 
2. MB to converse on religious subjects, } whether this or that set of men shall 


enjoy the honors and emoluments of 
otlice, they do not scruple to spend 
much time and money in securing 


the little interest they feel in those | 

things which usually engage the at- 

tention of men, their contempt of 
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the object they have in view. And | waseehe Do they not uniformly  ), 
if they manifest great warmth of |! consider themselves as cold, and 
feeling on such an occasion, and |} stupid, and dead, in comparison bi 
labor with great zeal to secure the |} with what they ought to be, in pur. | 
ascendancy of their party, they are || suing an object so unspeakably in- 
very far from charging themselves || teresting and important? Do they 9 4 
with enthusiasm, or supposing that |! not look back, with shame and re- 
all who feel as they do, are under || gret, to those seasons in their lives d 
the influence of mental derange- || in which they have felt otherwise ? 
ment. |; But you will say, perhaps, that they 
To ascertain, therefore, whether || are not proper judges in their own 
the advocates of a revival ofreligion || case ; for enthusiasts and madmen 9 4 
are chargeable with enthusiasm, we always think themselves to be sober n 
must consider the importance ofthe || and rational. Who, then, are the $3 
object they have in view. To de- || properjudges? Are they those who 9 y 
termine whether the warmth of feel- lociees nothing of the matter? Are 9% }, 
ing they manifest is beyond the || they those who have never seen the 9 ,, 
bounds of reasen, we must consider || worth of their own souls, and who J ,; 
the interests which are at stake.— }| have never felt their exposedness 9 ;| 
The object they have in view, isthe || to the wrath of God? Are they B® 4, 
glory of God in the saivation of || those who are so engaged in the 9 ¢, 
souls. ‘The interests which are at |} concerns of this world, that chey § , 
stake, are the eternal well-being of || have given no attention to the con- p 
themselves and their fellow men. || cerns of the next? Are they those I f, 
They believe that the soul is im- || who flatter themselves that all are 9% ¢ 
mortal, and capable of: an endless || equally safe, and that no danger is By, 
prouronceen in happiness at the right |} to be apprehended by any? It is By 
and of God, or of misery in the re- ccna that such men will consi- BR , 
gions of despair. ‘They believe that || der the subject as of no importance. F y; 
all are by nature children of wrath, || It is expected that they will feel no BR y, 
and exposed to endless perdition, || concern for themselves or their fel- BR ¢, 
and that none but those who are || low men, and that they will regard BR aq, 
born again can enter into the king- || as weakness and enthusiasm all the BR g 
dom of heaven. If those who be- !! concern for them which is manifest- BB , 
lieve thus, manifest deep solicitude || ed by others. It is clear, then, that I y; 
for themselves and others, if their |} these are not the proper judges in & yy 
feelings are warmly engaged, is || this matter, and that we have a right BR q 
their zeal disproportionate to the || to appeal from their judgment to a & i; 
object? If they are disposed to |! more impartial tribunal. We ap- & }, 
spend their time and employ their || peal to the scriptures of truth. We BF y 
wealth in securing the salvation of || appeal to Him who made the soul, & ¢. 
souls, are they to be accounted as || and who knows its value. We ap- & a 
i madmen? If, in comparison with || peal to Him who died on the cross, & }, 
a this object, they disregard those |; and gave his life a ransom for sin- J }, 
ik things which engross the attention || ners. We appeal to those holy B e 
i of other men, and count the plea- apostles and martyrs, who submit- @ y 
qT sures and honors of this life as no-'|| ted to the loss of all things, that they & 
a thing worth, do they make a choice |} might win souls. By their judg- & ¢] 
a which ought to brand them with the | ments we are willing to abide.—  \j 
name of wild enthusiasts? On a/|| When we shall have manifested & q. 
sober review of the subject in their || more concern for the salvation of & s 
{ ealmer moments, do they condemn | men, than did the Lord Jesus in dy- 
1 themselves for manifesting too great || ing to redeem them ; when we shall & x 
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On Revivals of Religion. 


have shown more ardor of feeling 
on this subject, than that which 
brought prophets and apostles to the 
stake; when we shall have made 
greater sacrifices for the spread of 
the gospel, than did Paul and his 
companions ; when we shall have 
done this, we will stand reproved, 
and confess that our zeal has trans- 
cended its proper limits. 

But it is said, that those who are 
the advocates of revivals, and the 
subjects of their operations, are only 
silly women, and weak-minded 
men; those who are easily affected 
by sympathy, and led away by ani. 
mal feeling. It is said, that a re- 
vival of religion is only a storm of 
the passions, which soon subsides, 
and leaves no permanent good ef- 
fects. Was Paul a weak-minded 
man? Was he led away by sym- 
pathy, and actuated by mere animal 
feeling ? Did the operation of the 
Spirit of God on his heart produce 
no permanent good effects? And 
are no similar instances to be found 
among the subjects of modern re- 
vivals? Are there none who are 
men of superior intellect, and un- 


} common stability of character, who 


are advocates for revivals, or the 
subjects of them? No one, who is 
acquainted with the history of re- 
vivals, will venture to assert it. A 
multitude of instances might be pro- 
duced, of men of talents, and learn- 
ing, and firmness of mind ; men who 


| had been opposed to revivals, and 


who had regarded all pretensions to 
experimental religion as weakness 
and folly, who have, nevertheless, 
become subjects of the work, and 
have been made to feel the almighty 
energy of the Spirit of God. ‘These 
men say they have experienced a 
change ; and why should we doubt 
their veracity? Their subsequent 
lives give evidence of the change ; 
and why should we shut our eyes to 
80 convincing a proof ? 

That there is much sympathy and 
much animal feeling in times of re- 
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vival, is not to be doubted ; and that 
those who are merely affected by 
these, lose their impressions, and 
appear no better'than before, is not 
denied. But if it were all sympathy 
and animal feeling, it would all dis- 
appear when the excitement wag 
past, and ne permanent good effects 
would remain. ‘That some men are 
made better, is not to be questioned. 
That some of the most proud,’ and 
obstinate, and determined oppesers 
of the religion of the gospel, are 
changed into meek and humble fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, is fully suscep- 
tible of proof. And this is a satis- 
factory demonstration that the work 
is a divine reality. The circum- 
stances, too, under which the work 
often commences, and the manner 
in which many are first awakened, 
are such as to preclude the pessibi- 
lity of its being the effect of any hu- 
man exertion. Revivals often com- 
mence, when there had been no vi- 
sible alteration in the means which 
are used, no change in the matter 
or manner of preaching, and no in- 
crease of exertion on the part of the 
friends of religion. Those means 
which had been used for years, 
without producing any other visible 
effect than that of hardening sinners 
still more, now operate with resist- 
less energy. The same truths which 
have long been heard with indiffe- 
rence, now carry alarm, and con- 
viction, and terror, to the most stu- 
pid. This difference cannot be ac- 
counted for on the supposition that 
it is all the work of man. The man- 
ner, also, in which many are first 
awakened, is a proof, equally con- 
clusive, of the operation of a divine 
agent. ‘They have heard the most 
solemn and affecting declarations of 
the word of God, from time to time, 
without being in the least alarmed ; 
they have been conversed with, in 
private, to no purpose; but now, 
without any new considerations be- 
ing presented, without any thing 
being said to them, or any particular 
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36 . Theological Questions. 


occurrence to call up their attention, |{ demonstration. It will be said, that 
at a distanee from the house of God, || if God were a malevolent being, he 


and from all religious society, while || would give his creatures some taste [ 


deeply engaged in their ordinary || of enjoyment now, in order to make 
concerns, their minds are suddenly || them more miserable in future. In 
turned to the subject, their con- || reply to this, I would say, that this 
sciences are awakened, their sins 
are set in order before their eyes, 
and they are made to tremble with 
fearful apprehension of the wrath to 
come. All this has frequently hap- 
pened, and ia the case of persons to 
whom nothing had been recently 
said on the subject, who did. not 
know that any others were seriously 
impressed, and where there was no 
room for the influence of sympathy, 
or any other influence which human 
beings could exert. And it has often 
happened at the same time to seve- 


| the goodness of its maker. ‘This is 
ral different persons thus circum 
| 


oe I would then ask, where 
is there any evidence that he is not 
good ? If none can be produced, it 
would be unreasonable to think he 
is not good. But none can be pre- 
duced ; therefore, it is contrary to 
reason to think he is not good. 4. 
| 


cerning moral excellence and moral 
deformity. He has also made us 
such, that it is our duty to love mo- 
ral excellence, and hate moral de- 
formity, wherever we see it. If his 
character is not good, we are capa- 
ble of discerning that it is not, when 
we shall have sufficient means of 
information; and when we shall 
discover its defects, it will be our 
duty to hate him. But selfish be- 
ings do not love to be hated. If God 
had been a selfish and wicked being, 
he would never have made us capa- 
ble of discovering the defects in his 
character; and at the same time 
have made us such, that as soon as 
we make that discovery, we shall be 


stanced, at a distance from each 
other. A special divine influence 
has been exerted upon their minds, 
and that effect is produced at once, 
which ministers of the gospel and 
Christian friends had long labored 
to produce, but labored in vain. 
A Friend to Revivals. 


aitenghiess 
For'the Christian Repository. 
( Continued from No.1. ) 
Questions for Theological Siudents, 
with some hints towards an an- 


swer. bound to hate him with all our heart. 
22. How do you prove that God || 4.3. Moval good and evil are vo- 
is Good ? luntary. Moral good makes its pos- 


4.1. He has made this world, || sessor happy ; moral evil makes its 
and filled it with inhabitants. These || possessor miserable. No reason can 
inhabitants are capable of great en- | be assigned why God should choose 


0 SS, 


joyment. And when we look at the || to be miserable. He ceuld not 
world, it appears just such a world || choose it for its own sake. No be- 
as an infinitely wise, and good, and !! ing chooses misery for its own sake. 
powerful being would make for their | He could not choose misery in order 
accommodation. We see nothing }/\to promote the happiness of any 
that is adapted to mar their enjoy- || other being or beings of more im- 
ment, unless it is by their own foult: 

but every thing is suited to promote || no such beings. All other beings, 
it, if they are rightly disposed. It || in comparison with him, are as the 
will be granted, that this furnishes |} small dust of the balance. There- 
somhe evidence of the goodness of || fore, God could not choose to be 
their maker. But it will be. said, |; miserable ; and consequently, since 
this does not amount te absolute 





world furnishes some evidence of § 


2. God has made us capable of dis- | 
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portance than himself ; for there are § 


he must know that sin would make 
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him miserable, being infinite in 
knowledge, he would not choose to 
be sinful. But no being can be sin- 
ful involuntarily ; therefore, God is 
not a sinful, but a good being.— 


argument, how can Satan, and wick- 
ed men, be voluntary sinners, since 
they know that it makes them mi- 
serable? I answer, they expect to 
increase their quantity of enjoyment 
on the whole by so doing. It is 
considered a maxim in discourses 
upon moral agency, that moral a- 
gents always choose as the greatest 
apparent good is ; that is, they al- 
ways choose according to what ap- 
pears to them most for their own 
enjoyment. "The wicked are fools ; 
and this is one striking mark of their 
folly, that they will still indulge the 
expectation of increasing their quan- 
tity of enjoyment, by the practice of 


I} wickedness, when all their own past 


experience, as well as the word i 
God, tells them better. 

23. What is meant by the good- 
ness of God ? 

4. By the goodness of God is 
meant his benevolence; that is, his 
good will, his disposition to wish 
well to beings, his delight in their 
happiness in itself considered,his re- 
gard for theirwelfare for its own sake. 

24. How do you prove that the 
goodness. of God is disinterested ? 

4. Benevolence is disinterested 
in its very nature. A disposition to 
do good to others, merely because it 
promotes our own interest, is no be- 
nevolence at all; it is selfishness. 
Benevolence is a regard for the wel- 
fare of its object in itself considered, 
and terminates upon that. But that 
regard which we feel for the welfare 
ofanother, merely as the means of | 


J) promoting our own, is not a regard 
i for the welfare of another in itself | 


considered ; it is a regard which 
terminates, not upon the welfare of | 
another, but upon our own: it is 
selfishness. Disinterestedness is 


Theological Questions. 


Should it be asked, in reply to this | ness of beings for its own sake, the 


| 
real value. 
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real value. If God feels aregard 
for the welfare of beings, in itself 
considered, his regard must be in 
exact proportion to the value of that 
welfare. If he regards the bappi- 


value of that happiness must be the 
measure of his regard for it; 
that is disinterestedness. 
| 25. How do you answer the ob- 
| jection, that God has made all things 
for himself, and does ali for his own 
glory ? 
4. God is an infinite being. His 
happiness is infinitely valuable. But 
all creatures are finite, and their 
happiness is finite in value. Be- 
tween finite and infinite there is no 
proportion. You may multiply fi- 
nite as much as you please, and it 
will be finite still; after you have 
increased it ever so much, it will be 
no nearer infinite than when you 
began. If God is disinterested, he 
regards things according to their 
But the happiness of 
God is more valuable than that of 
all creatures taken together. When 
the happiness of all creatures taken 
together, is put in comparison with 
the happiness of God, it is not wor- 
thy to be named. It is not so much 
as a drop of water to the ocean. It 
is not so much as the smallest par- 


and 


| ticle of dust to the whole created 


universe. Between the smallest 


| particle of dust, and the whole cre- 


ated universe, there is some propor- 
tion ; but between inite and infinite, 
there is no proportion. If Ged is 
disinterested, therefore, and regards 
things according to their reai worth, 
he regards his own happiness infi- 
nitely more than the happiness of 
all creatures taken together. When, 
therefore, it is said, that God has 
made all things for himself, and does 
all for his own glory, it is to be un- 
derstood that his own happiness, his 
own glory, is his chief object. Not 
that the happiness of creatures is 
excluded from all regard. It is re- 


tegarding things according to their || garded according to its real value. 
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But the happiness of God is so much 
more valuable, and the happiness of 
creatures, when put in the compari- 
son, becomes so small, that the latter 
is not worthy to be named with the 
former. If God is disinterested,there- 
fore,he must have'made all things for 
himself chiefly ; and he must have 
his own glory as his principal object 
in all he does. 

26. How do you prove that the 
goodness of God is universal ? 

4. That the goodness of God 
should be universal, is a necessary 
consequence of its being disinterest- 
ed. If God regards the welfare of 
beings for its own sake, and accor- 
ding to its real worth, he must be 
disposed to wish well to all beings 
who are capable of enjoyment or 
suffering. And the quantity of en- 
joyment or suffering of which any 
being is capable, must be the mea- 
sure of his benevolence. Happiness 
is valuable in itself considered, and 
the degree of value is in proportion 
to the quantity of happiness. If 
God is disinterested, therefore, and 
regards things according to their 
real worth, he must regard the hap- 
piness of every being capable of en- 
joyment or suffering; that is, his 
goodness is universal. 

27. How do you answer the ob- 
jection, that God must love Satan, 
and confer favors upon him, if his 
goodness is universal ? 

A. The happiness of Satan is, in 
itself considered, as really valuable 
as that of any other being capable of 
the same degree of enjoyment or 
suffering ; and if God is disinterest- 
ed, he must so regard it. It would 
be manifestly wrong, not to regard 
things according to their real worth. 
It would be wrong, therefore, not to 
regard the happiness of Satan ac- 
cording to its real worth. It would 
be an unworthy thought of God, to 
suppose him to undervalue or dis. 
regard the happiness of the meanest 
insect that crawls in the dust. But 





garding the happiness of Satan ac. 
cording to its real worth, that he 


must confer any favors upon hin, | 


God confers favors upon creatures 
for three reasons; regard far his own 
glory, regard for their happiness, 
and as an expression of his appro- 
bation. As Satan is entirely wicked 
God can feel no approbation of hin, 
or of any thing he does. He can- 
not, therefore, confer any favors 
upon him as a testimony of his ap- 
probation. Benevolence would lead 
God te confer favors upon Satan, as 


well as upon wicked men, if there | 


was no reason to forbid. But God 
regards things according to their 
real worth. He regards the happi- 
ness of the whole universe, there- 
fore, more than of any part. And 
if the happiness of any part is in- 
consistent with the happiness of the 
whole, benevolence requires that the 
happiness of the part should be gi- 
ven up, to secure the happiness of 
the whole. If it can be proved, that 
the glory of God, and the highest 
happiness of the universe, can be 
promoted by conferring favors upon 
Satan, then it will be right to infer 
that God will confer favors upon 
him. But if the glory of God, and 
the highest happiness of the universe 
may require the happiness of Satan 
to be given up, there is no reason to 
conclude it will not be done. 

28. How do you prove that the 
goodness of God is impartial ? 

4. That the goodness of God 
should be impartial, is a necessary 
consequence of its being disinterest- 
ed. If God regards the welfare of 
beings for its own sake, and accor- 
ding to its real worth, that is impar- 
tiality. Partiality consists in re- 
garding the welfare of one more 
than another, not because it is more 
valuable in itself, but from some im- 
proper or insufficient reason. If 
the judge on the bench acquits the 

ilty, because he is rich, and con- 
ons the innocent, because he is 


it does not follow, from God’s re- || poor, he is guilty of partiality. If 
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God should prefer the happiness of 
a being of less value, to that of a 
being of more value, without any 
sufficient reason, he would be char- 
geable with partiality. But God 
regards every thing according to its 
real worth, and is therefore strictly 
impartial. 

29. How do you answer the. ob- 


jection against the divine impartia- 


lity, that God makes creatures dif- 
erent ? 

4. Partiality towards any crea- 
ture, supposes him to exist with a 
certain capacity, and that his happi- 
ness is regarded more than it ought 
to be. There is no opportunity for 


# the exercise of partiality towards 


any creature, till he already exists, 
either actually, or in the purpose 
of God. His capacity for enjoy- 
ment or suffering must be ascer- 
tained, before it can be determined 
how much his happiness ought to be 
regarded. When his capacity is 
ascertained, and the value of his 
happiness is determined, then, and 
not till then, there is room for the 
exercise of partiality. God has 
made one creature a man, and ano- 
ther a worm. He has made them 
different ; he has given them diffe- 
rent capacities. ‘The happiness of 
the man is of more value than the 
happiness of the worm. Now, if 
God regards the happiness of the 
worm more than he does that of the 
man, he is chargeable with partiali- 
ty. But. in making them different, 
or in determining to make them dif- 
ferent, partiality would have no 
place. 

39. How do you answer the ob- 
jection against the divine impartia- 
lity, that God confers more good 
things upon one than he does upon 
another, when they are equally wor- 
thy, or equally unworthy ? 

4. 1. if the good things he be- 
stows are matters of mere bounty, 
he has a right to bestow them where 
he pleases, and no one has a right 
focomplain. It is right for him to 


39 


do what he will with his own. If 
they are matters of justice ; if they 
are such things as ean be rightfull 

claimed, and cannot be withheld 
without injustice, then there is room 
for partiality. lf God withholds 
from any one his right, if he refuses 
to give him that to which he has a 
just claim, for the sake of bestowing 
it upon another, he may be partial. 
But it is not so with any of the good 
things which God bestows. ‘The 
highest -angel has not, by his servi- 
ces, brought God in hiis debt. The 
good things he bestows upon Ga- | 
briel, are matters of mere bounty. 
There is no room for partiality, 
therefore, in bestowing them, let 
him give them, or not, as he will. 
. 2. If itis impossible for God, in 
bestowing his favors, to take any 
thing else into view than the happi- 
ness of the individual on whom they 
are bestowed, and the happiness of 
one is worth exactly as much as that 
of another, and they are equally 
worthy or equally.unworthy, I see 
not how God could be perfectly 
impartial, and make any difference 
between them. Let the objector, 
then, prove that the happiness of 
one cannot have any connection 
with the happiness of others ; let 


| him prove that it cannot have any 


connection with the happiness of the 
universe ; let him prove that it can- 
not have any connection with the 
glory of God, and that there cannot 
possibly be any sufficient reason 
| why it should be more regarded 
than the happiness of another of the 
same character; and then let him 
prove that God does regard it more, 
and he will have something to sup- 


this, which he never can do, we 
must conclude that the goodness of 
God is impartial, though he does be- 
stow more good things upon one 
than he does upon another. 

31. What other moral perfections 
has God, besides his goodness? 


= his objection. Till he does all 
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A. No other: his goodness com- 
prehends all his moral perfections. 
Mercy, justice, truth, faithfulness, 
_&c. are only different modifications 
or epeees of the same goodness. 

32. How do you prove that mercy 
ond justice, which seem to be so dif- 
ferent, are only different expressions 
of goodness ? 

4. Mercy is goodness exercised 
towards the miserable. It isa re- 


gard for their happiness, expressed 


by feeling for their wretchedness, 
and relieving it. Justice is good- 
ness exercised towards the good or 
the evil, in treating them according 
to their character. Ht is either a 
regard for their happiness, express- 
ed by rendering to them the good 
they deserve; or a regard for the 
happiness of others, - ressed by 
punishing them as they ¢ esane 

33. How can the goodness of God 


be reconciled with the ecistence of 


evil, natural or moral? 

A. The goodness of God cannot 
be reconciled with the existence of 
evil, natural or moral, unless the 
existence of evilis, on the whole, | 
for the best. If it can be shown 
that the existence of any evil is the 
means of bringing into existence a 
quantity of good sufficient to over- 
balance the evil, it will be apparent 
that the existence of that evil is, on 
the whole, for the best. We have 
seen that God is an infinite being, 
and that he is good. We are safe, 
therefore, in inferring that his hap- 
piness is infinitely valuable. It is 
the nature of intelligent beings to 
find some enjoyment in the exercise 
of all their powers. But good be- 
ings find their highest enjoyment in 
the exercise of their goodness. To 
afford God the highest degree of en- 
joyment of which he is capable, he 
must have an opportunity for the 
exercise of all his perfections to the 
best advantage, and especially his | 
goodness. In the exercise of his | 


Theological Questions: 
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goodness, therefore, in all the varied 
expressions of it, he must find his 
highest enjoyment. But in order 
that he may have an opportunity to 
exercise his goodness, 1 in all the va- 

ried expressions of it, there must be 
intelligent beings of a moral charac. 
ter, some good, and some evil. To 
afford an opportunity for the exer. 
cise of his justice, there must be 
good beings to reward, and wicked 
beings to punish. ‘To afford an op- § 
portunity for the exercise of his 
mercy and grace, there must be 
miserable and guilty beings, whose 
misery can be relieved, and whose 
guilt ean be pret Accordingly, 
we find that he has made intelligent 
beings of different characters, “and 
placed them in different circumstan- 
ces, and in so great a variety as to 
afiord ample opportunity for the 
exercise of all his various _perfec- 
tions, and especially for the exer- 

cise of all the varied expressions 
of his goodness. But, it may be 
asked, whether the evil which ex- 
ists, and which affords an epportu- 

nity for the existence of this good, is 
not greater than the good of which 
it is the means? ‘To this we an- 
swer, no; for the happiness of God 
is a sreater good than the happiness 
of all creatures taken together. If 
the happiness of all creatures was} 
given up, and they all suffered eter- 
nal misery, to the full extent of 
their capacity, and it was the means 
of promoting the happiness of God,| 
the good would overbalance the evil. 
But the evil is not so great. The 
happiness of all creatures is not gi- 
ven up. There is much happiness 
enjoyed by creatures. So thatitis 
evident, from the light of nature, 
that it is for the best that there 
should be some evil in the system, 
both natural and moral; and, con- 
sequently, the goodness ‘of God cal 
om reconciled with its existence. 

( To be continued. _) 
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va- The first Sabbath School was es- 
mn tablished at Gloucester, England, 
a 


by Robert Raikes, in the year 1782; 
and Robert Morrison, who received 
his first religious impressions at a 
Sabbath School, and afterwards be- 
came a missionary, finished his 


To 
er- 


ced 


OP- HB translation of the Bible into Chinese 
7 in the year ‘819: how long between? 


Ans. 67 years. 

Our Lord and Saviour, previous 
to his ascension, in the year 33, 
commanded his disciples to preach 
his gospel among all nations; and 
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ormed in the year 1795: how long 
vetween? Ans. 1762 years. 

The number of ordained mission- 
Maries among the Heathen, in the 
rear 1821, was as follows: From 
England, 235 ; Scotland, 7; United 
States, 39; Denmark, 2; Moravi- 
ans, (different countries,) 68: how 
any all? Ans. 351. 
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Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions had the following mission 
aries and assistants among the Hea- 
hen, to wit: In Eastern Asia, 25 ; 
Vestern Asia, 2; Sandwich Isl- 
ands, 17; among the American In 
ians, 44: how many inall? Ans.88, 
The disbursements from the trea- 
sury for expenses during the same 
ear, were as follows: For the 


LDS | 


vil. Bombay mission, 7221 dollars ; 
“he eylon, 7135; Cherokee, 9967 ; 
St GeChoctaw, 10414 ; Arkansaw, 1150 ; 
essiindian missions generally, 252; 
ti @Palestine, 2548; Foreign Missien 
ire, School, 3350; Sandwich Island 
ere MEnission, 10330 ; travelling expenses 
-1; Hof members of the Board, &c. 457 ; 
oO B¥alary of the Secretary, 500; salary 
al Got Treasurer, 600 ; clerk hire, post 


m@pce and stationary, 1142; printing, 
1558; agents to collect funds, 261 ; 
expenses of meetings, 84 ; transpor- 
eon ef articles, 107; bad bills, 
¥ 


the London Missionary Society was || 


In the year 1820, the American! 








ae 


184; other contingencies, 84: how 
much inall? Ans. 57,144 dollars. 
In the year 1802, there were il 
societies in the United States for 
|| the support of missions in our own 
country, and their receipts were 
10120 dollars: what was the ave- 
rage for each? Ans. 920 dollars. 
In 1810, the year the American 
Board for Foreign Missions was 
formed, the receipts of the same so- 
cleties were 10728 dollars: what 
was the average for each? Ans. 
974 dollars, 63 cents. 

In 1818, the receipts of the same 
| societies were :3675 dollars: what 
-was the average for each? Ans. 
| 2152 dollars, 27 cents. 

What was the average yearly in- 
crease of the funds of each society, 
for the 8 years before the Board was 
formed? Ans. 6 dollars, 83 cents, 
nearly. 

What, for the 8 years after the 
Board was formed? Ans. 147 dol- 
lars, 21 cents, nearly. 








—— 

As the following article, published seme 

months since in the ‘* Evangelical Recorder,” 

is particularly referred to in the piece which 

immediately succeeds it; we think it proper 

to republish it here, for the benefit of those 
who may not have seen it before, 


lo the Editor of the Evangelical Recorder. 


Sir—t have, for a long time, had 
great difficulties, ona subject which 
| conceive to be important. And I 
' beg leave to state the matter to you, 

jin the hope that some of your cor- 
respondents will take up the sub- 
ject, and remove my difficulties. I 
have been in the habit of hearing 
ministers of the gospel, and others, ° 
in their prayers, and other public 
performances, speak of the right- 
eousness of Christ as imputed to 
believers, of their being clothed in 
the robes of Christ’s righteousness, 
and of God’s looking at believers 
only through Christ, and approving 
| of their best performances only for 
| the sake of Christ’s righteousness, 
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and the like. I was, at first, dis. 
posed to take it for granted, that the 
use of such expressions was proper, 
and made use of them myself, with- 
out having a very distinct idea of 
their meaning. Afterwards, when 
I began to think a little more about 
the meaning of the words I used, I 
found some difficulty. It seemed 
to me that holiness must be accept- 
able to God, for its own sake; and 
that if there is any real holiness in 
Christians, God must approve of it 
for its own sake; and of course, | 
there would be no need of his look- 
ing upon that through Christ, and 
| 





approving of it for Christ’s sake. I 
then felt under the necessity of con- 
cluding, that there was something 
wrong in supposing that God looks 
upon the best performances of 
Christians only through Christ, and 
accepts them for his sake ; or else, 
of concluding that Christians have 
no real holiness which is their own 
personal exercise. I conversed with 
some others on the subject, and in- 
quired what they thought. They | 
said, that Christians have no real | 
holiness, but that God accepts their , 
poor attempts to do right,forChrist’s 
sake. It then occurred to me, that 
whatever moral action is not right, 
must be wrong; and then, if Chris- 
tians have no real holiness, they 
must be altogether sinful. And if 
Christians are altogether sinful, 1 
could not see what could be the es- 
sential difference betweenChristians 
and sinners. And besides, | could | 
not see the propriety of supposing 
God to accept and approve of that 
which is altogether sinful, either for 
Christ’s sake, or on any other ac- 
count. I asked myself, how can 
God approve of sin? Can he ap- 
prove of sin for Christ’s sake? And 
if he can, why is not this making 
Christ the minister of sin? But it 
had been said, that the Christian, 
though himself altogether sinful, and | 
utterly destitute of all holiness, is 
clothed with Christ’s righteousness, 














and this makes him acceptable to 


God. I thought with myself, what 
can this mean? Is the Christian 
now altogether sinful, and utterly 
destitute of all holiness? Has he 
no right feelings at all? Is his heart 
wholly opposed to God, and all 
good? Has he no love to God} 
Does he take no delight in contem- 


' plating God’s character and perfec- 


tions? Has he no hatred of sin? 
Does he still love sin with all his 
heart? And what if he should con- 
tinue thus forever? Can he be re- 
ceived to heaven, being in himself 
utterly destitute of all holiness, and 
wholly in love with all sin, & hating 
God ; and yet be fit company for 
the holy beings there, because he is 
clothed with Christ’s righteousness? 
And can he be happy thene, while 
his heart is full of enmity against 
every thing good P But, [ thought 
it would be said, he will then be 
changed and made holy. I then 
asked myself, where is the proof 
that there will be any change after 
death? Must not the change take 
place here? And do not the scrip- 
tures teach us, that men are actually 
born again, and made new creatures 
in this life ; and that none ought to 
be called Christians, unless they are 
renewed after the image of God? 
Do they not teach, that Christians 
really: have a new heart? And is 
not a new heart a holy heart ? And 
how can they have a holy heart, and 


| yet have no holiness? ‘This appear- 


ed paradoxical. After these reflec- 
tions, I found it very difficult to see 
any propriety in speaking of God’s 
looking upon believers onty through 
Christ, and accepting and approving 
of their best exercises only for 
Christ’s sake. 

Another person admitted, that 
there is some real holiness in Chris- 
tians, which God looks upon with 
complacency, and which is accepta- 
ble to him for its own sake ; but 
thought it necessary that the believ- 
er should be clothed with Christ’s 
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righteousness, in order to appear 
before God with acceptance,because 


he had committed some sins, and 
still from day to day did commit 
some sins. I did feel satisfied with 
this statement. It admits, that 
whatever holiness there is in Chris- 
tians, is acceptable to God for its 
own sake ; and it seemed to me ab- 
surd to suppose that sin can be ac- 
ceptable to God at all. The Chris- 
tian, then, can be acceptable to God, 
in himself, as far as he is really ho- 
ly ; but he cannot, on any account, 
be acceptable to God any further. 
As far as he is a sinner, he can be 
forgiven for Christ’s sake: but as 
far as ke is a sinner, he cannot be 
acceptable. I then asked myself, 
whether it can be a sufficient reason 
for speaking of the believer as 
clothed with Christ’s righteousness, 
that he is forgiven for Christ’s sake? 
This led me to inquire how sinners 
obtain forgiveness. Is it for the 
sake of Christ’s righteousness, or for 
the sake of his sufferings ? I looked 
into the bible, and found it to say, 
Eph. 1.7: “In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, aceording to the 
riches of his grace.”? This mentions 
the blood of Christ, but says nothing 
about his righteousness as the me- 
dium of forgiveness. Again, Rev. 
1.5: “ Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own 
hlood.”? Rev. 5.9: “ And hast re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood, out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation.” In these pas- 
sages, men are spoken of as re- 
deemed by the blood of Christ, but 
nothing is said about his righteous- 
bess. I then asked myself, shall 
the righteousness of Christ, then, be 
made no account of at all? If we 
are cleansed from our sins by his 
blood, and are made holy by the in- 
lluenee of the Holy Spirit, and be- 


ing holy, are acceptable to God be- 
cause we are holy, of what use is the 


nghteousness of Christ? One sug- 
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gested, that the atonement was 
made by the active and passive obe- 
dience of Christ, that is, by his 
righteousness and his sufferings. —~ 
But 1 found the bible said, Lev. 17. 
11: “ Itis the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul.” He re- 
plied, that it said also, Rom. 5. 19; 
“ By the obedience of one shall ma- 
ny be made righteous.” But it 
seemed to me, that this passage did 
not contradict the other, but refer- 
red to the same. thing, namely, 
Christ’s obeying the command of 


the Father to lay down his life, 


(John 10. 18); and that by his obe- 
dience to this command, that is, his 
laying down his life, his shedding 
his precious blood, he made atone- 
ment for men, and prepared the way 
for their being renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, and obtaining the forgiveness 


of their sins. ‘This, then, was pas- 


sive obedience or suffering, and not 
active obedience or righteousness, 
The question then returned, of what 
use is the righteousness or active 
obedience of Christ? And I thought 
the bible furnished an answer to this 
question also, when it says, “ For | 
as much as ye know that ye were 
not ‘redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without biemish and without 
spot.”” And [ recollected, that it 
was an essential qualification of a 
lamb for the sacrifice, that it should 
be without blemish. I concluded, 
that if Christ had not been perfectly 
ebedient himself, if he had trans- 
gressed in the least particular, he 
would not have. been qualified to 
make an atonement for us. A per- 
fect righteousness appeared to be 
necessary to qualify him to make 
atonement. He must be a lamb 
without blemish, or his blood would 
not be sufficiently precious to re- 
deem others. Here, then, I thought 
I saw the use and importance of the 
perfect righteousness of Christ. It 
was necessary to give value to his 
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sufferings, and to render his blood 
sufficiently precious to redeem sin- 
ners. But still, it was his blood 
alone that was the ransom price ; it 
was his blood alone by which sin- 
ners were washed from their sins ; 
it was his blood alone through which 
they obtained the forgiveness of sins. 
In this view of the subject, I could 
not see any propriety in speaking of 
Christians as clothed with the right- 
eousness of Christ. 

Another thing connected with 
this, was the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness to believers. I en- 
deavored to examine, and see what 
this could mean. One said, that the 
righteousness of Christ was trans. 
ferred to the believer, and the sins 
of the believer were transferred to 
Christ. To this I felt the following 
objections : 

. lf this interchange of charac. 
ter has taken place, Christ suffered 
justly, as an evil-deer. But the 
bible says, he suffered the just for 
the unjust. 

2. If the sins of the believer were 
transferred to Christ, he has none 
left of which to repent. 

3. If the believer has no sins left, 
he has none to be forgiven, and can- 
not receive forgiveness. 

4. If the believer has no sins left, 
he is not treated with grace, because 
grace is favor bestowed on the guil- 
ty. And besides all this, I could 
not see how such an interchange of 
character could be made. I could 
see how one man could exchange 
his dress with another ; but it seem- 
ed to be not so easy a matter to ex- 
change away the temper of our 
minds, and the actions we have 
performed. Another said, that the 
word impute does not mean the 
same as transfer. To impute, sim 
ply means to reckon, to account. 
Consequently, when the righteous. 
ness of Christ is said to be imputed 
to us, the meaning is not that it ac- 
tually becomes ours, but is only 
reckoned or accounted ours. I[ 
thought with myself, that certainly 


be what they are; and if he reckons 
the righteousness of Christ to be 


ours, it must be ours. In support of 


| God reckons or accounts things to 


his opinion, he said, the scriptures § 


speak of imputation. ‘This I ad- 
mitted, but asked what is imputed? 


He said, righteousness. 1 asked, 
whose righteousness? He said, 
Christ’s righteousness. I asked for 


« And therefore it was imputed to 
him for righteousness.’ 1 replied, 


the proof. He quoted Rom. 4. 22; 
po in this verse nothing is said 


ahout Christ’s righteousness. Abra- f 
ham’s faith was imputed to him for | 


righteousness. 

In a justification by law, right- 
eousness, or perfect obedience to 
that law, is the condition of justifi- 
cation. But. the justification of A- 
braham was not a legal justification. 
He was not justified by works. It 
was a gratuitous justification. His 


His faith 


faith was the condition. 


| held the same place in the matter of 


would have held, if he had been jus- 
tified by law. Thus, his faith was 
counted to him for righteousness. 
It was not considered the same 
thing as righteousness, but it was 
; put in the same place in the matter 
| of justification. But if this was not 
so, still there was nothing said about 
Christ’s righteousness. He then 
quoted Rom. 4. 11: “ That right- 
eousness might be imputed unto 
them also ;” and thought that this 


I thought his conclusion was alto- 
gether gratuitous ; for nothing was 
said there about Christ’s righteous- 
ness. I thought it meant the same 
as in the other verse, that the per- 
sons spoken of, were, on account of 


ter of justification, as if they had 
been righteous. But, granting that 
it meant that the righteousness of 
some other person was to be ac- 
counted to the believer as his own, 
I could not see any thing in the text 
or context, which authorised us t¢ 


his justification, that righteousness f 


must be Christ’s righteousness. But fF 


their faith, to be treated, in the mat- F 
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say that it was the righteousness of | 
Christ, any more than the righteous- 
ness of any other being. 

Another said, that the reason why 
Christ’s righteousness should be 
said to be imputed to us, was, that 
Christ had satisfied the law for us. 
We had broken the law, and were 
condemned by it; but Christ had 
taken our law place, yielded perfect 
obedience in our stead, and suffered 
the penalty due to our transgres 
sions. This led me to inquire into 
the nature of the law, and to endea- | 
vor to ascertain what were its de- | 

| 


mands. I found its requirement to 


® be, “ Thow shalt love the Lord thy | 


God with all thy heart.” It does’ 
not say, “thou shalt love, or some 
other shall love, in thy room.” I 
did not see, therefore, how the obe 
dience of another could ever meet 
this demand of the law against me. 
Again, | found it to say, “ The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die.”? It does 
not say, “ the soul that sinneth shall 
die, or some other shali die in its 
a i did not see, therefore, 
ow the death of another could ever 


me. And I found another difficulty 
also. The threatening of the law, 
I had understood to be eternal death; 
and Christ did not suffer eternal 
death in the space of three days. 
And further, the law did not demand 
oi me both perfect obedience and 
sufferings. if the law had said, 
“Thou shalt love, or some other 
shall love in thy room,” and Christ 
has loved in my room, that is sufh- 
cient. There is no need of any one 
suffering the penalty. If this de 

mand has been perfectly met, there 
is no other demand upon me. Let 
me sin as much as I will in my own 
person, my substitute has perfectly 
obeyed for me. I can never be in 
any danger of punishment. Neither 
ought Christ to have suffered. The | 
law had been satisfied by his per- | 
fect obedience ; and it did not need 

to be satisfied twice over. And! 








meet this demand of the law upon 
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further, if Christ has, as my substi- 
tute, satisfied the law twice over, 
first by his perfect obedience, and 
then by his death, I did not see how 
there could be any grace in exenipt- 
ing me from suffering its penalty. 
(f it has been satisfied, that is sufli- 
cient. It has no further demand. 
And there is no grace in my being 
exempted from a demand which 
does not exist. But the bible teach- 
es believers to expect an exemption 
from the penalty of the law, as a 
matter of grace. It teaches, that 
they receive the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of divine 
ee I could not, therefore, see 
the propriety of supposing that 
| Christ satisfied the law for us at all, 
either by his obedience or by his 
death. And consequently, 1 could 
not see in this any reason for saying 
that the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to us. 

On the whole, I could not see an 
thing in the text before heidianal, 
which could justify us in saying 
that the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to the believer ; nor have I 
been able to find any thing in the 

bible which seems to me to justify 
such language. I earnestly wish, 
| therefore, that some of your corre- 
| spondents would take up this sub- 
| ject, and help me out of my difficul- 
| ties. Such language as L have men- 
tioned, occurs so frequently in the 
public prayers at our religious meet- 
ings, that I cannot understandingly 
join in these prayers, unless I can 
know what the language means, and 
be convinced that the meauing is 
warranted by the word of God. 
AN INQUIRER. 





To the Editors of the Christian Repository, 

Gentlemen—lI am pleased that you 
damit of candid discussion in your 
paper. It is my sincere desire that 
it may result in the promotion of the 
cause of truth. The piece signed 
by An Inquirer, in No. 52, Vol. iI. 
of the Reeorder, is now before me. 
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The writer expresses a hope that 
some of your correspondents will 
take up the subject, and remove his 
difficulties. Itis pleasing to see a 
man of the talents which this writer 
seems to possess, lay open his mind 
with so much frankness, for the pur- 
ose of receiving instruction im 
is brethren. And I am not dis- 
pleased that he takes the liberty to 
examine into the propriety of the 
most common and _ established 
modes of speaking on divine sub- 
jects. Custom ought not to give 
sanction to any mode of speaking, 
which is contradictory to the doc- 
trines of the bible. There is no 
harm, however, in using words and 
phrases, even in prayer, which are 
not found in the word of God, pro- 
vided they do not communicate 
sentiments adverse to the truth. 
But in the solemn duty of prayer, 
in which all present ought te unite, 
it is peculiarly important that no 
unscriptural sentiments be express- 
ed. Ifit be wrong for us in prayer 
to “speak of the righteousness of 
Christ as imputed to believers, and 
ef their being clothed in the robes of 
Christ’s righteousness, and of God’s 
looking at believers only through 
Christ, and approving™ of their best 
performances only for the sake of 
Christ’s righteousness ;” if this be 
wrong, (as the Inquirer seems to in- 
timate,) we ought to do so no more ; 
and if it be right, then it is impor- 
tant that our brother should be con- 
vinced of it, so that he may be able 
fully to unite with us inour prayers. 
The difficulties which have arisen 
in the mind of the Inquirer, are, in 
the above quotation,thrown together; 
after which, he proceeds to treat of 
them separately, stating the grounds 
of his difficulty on each point. 


“TI believe that the word accepting, is 
commonly used in this place instead of ap- 
proving. It is the wevd which I should use, 


for reasons whieh will appear iv another 
place, 
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Answer to “ An Inquirer.’’ 





I. Let us examine the difficulty 
which he has with the common re- 
presentation, that the good works of 
Christians are accepted of God only 
for the sake of Christ. ‘The Inqui- 
rer says, “1 found it very difficult 
to see any propriety im speaking of 
God’s looking upon believers only 
through Christ, and accepting and 
approving their best exercises only 
for Christ’s sake.””? He argues, that 
if believers have no holiness, God 
cannot accept their works at all; 
and if they have uny holiness, he can 
accept this for its own sake. The 
first part of this argument is un- 
doubtedly correct ; and I know not 
where he found any whe should 
have said, “ that Christians have no 
real holiness.’’* 
part of the argument does not ap- 
pear to be correct. It may, hew- 
ever, be correct, if we use the word 
accept as synonymous with approve. 
Holiness is in its own nature amia- 
ble; as such the holy God approves 
of it, even of the least degree which 
can exist. He now approves of the 
holiness which Satan had before his 
apostacy ; but he does not on that 
account accept of Satan. For it is 
an established maxim in the divine 
government, “ That when the right- 
eous turneth away from his right- 


eousness, and committeth iniquity, f 
all his righteousness that he hath 


done shall not be mentioned.” 

To suppose that the Lord should 
now accept of that obedience which 
the Devil yielded to the Divine law 
before his fall, would imply that he 
now showed him some favor on that 


account ; whereas this is not true; [| 


for he that formed him will show 
him no favor. Now, if we could 
possibly conceive of the Devil as 
regaining his original character, and 
yet having no interest in the Re- 


* They must have meant, (if they did not 


thus express it, ) that Christians kave not per- 
fect holiness, 





But the second § 





is 
at 
ne 


't- 
't- 


ld 
ch 


at 


id 
AS 
d 


De 


ot 
le 


th | 


Answer to “ An Inquirer.” 


deemer, he could no more be ac- 
cepted on account of that holiness 
which has been subsequent-to his 
apostacy, than on account of that 
which was prior to it. We have a 
law which subjects the murderer to 
a capital punishment. If any man 
has been guilty of murder, he has no 
right to plead in arrest of judgment, 
that for many years before the com- ! 
mission of the crime, he lived an in- 
offensive life ; nor has he any more 
right to attempt to stay the hand of 
justice, by pleading his peaceable 
behavior since he incurred the pe- 
nalty of the law. He deserves to 
die, and therefore he cannot deserve 
to live. ‘The judge may approve of | 
his peaceable behavior before and 
after the commission of his crime, | 
but the man he must condemn, his 
good works he cannot accept, i. e. 
he cannot make them the ground of 
showing him any favor. 

We know it 1s a solemn declara- 
tion of God’s word, that “ when the 


' wicked turneth away from his wick 


edness that he hath committed, and 
doth that which is lawful and right, 
he shall save his soul alive.”’ His 


cepted; but even this would not 
procure him acceptance with God, 
were it not for the atonement which 
has been made for sin. Holiness, 
viewed in the abstract, is always 
considered as a lovely thing; but as 
we understand the structure of the 
Divine government, no creature can | 
be accepted of God merely for the 


® sake of his holiness, unless he hasa 


perfection of it. ‘fo all others, “the 
law worketh wrath.” 
But what saith the scriptures on 


us accepted in the Beloved.” Eph. 
1.6. Italso saith, in an address to 
Christians, “Ye also,as living stones, 
are built up a spiritual house, an ho- 


| Sacrifices, acceptable to God by Je- 


sus Christ.2?> 1 Pet. 2.5. Here we 
notice, the offerers are “a holy 


ly priesthood, to offer up spiritual | 


i 
| 
turning is essential to his being ac- 


} 
' 
; 


| 


this point ? It saith, « He hath made : 
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priesthood,” and the offerings are 
« spiritual sacrifices ;” and yet these 
offerings are “ acceptable to God 
only by Jesus Christ.” This one 
text, 1 think, ought to be enough to 
keep us from “ concluding that there 
is something wrong in supposing | 
that God looks upon the best per- 
formances of Christians only through 
Christ, and accepts them fer his 
sake.” If we can read this repre- 
sentation of the apostle, and not be 
offended at it, we can heartily join 
in those prayers, in which we con- 
fess that our very best services could 
not be accepted, were they not pre- 
sented before the throne ef grace by 
our righteous Advocate. 

Our being directed to ask favors 
of God in the name of Christ, ard to 
come to the Father by the Son, goes 
on the ground that the best perfor- 
mances cannot be accepted for their 
own sake, but that it is wholly for 
the sake of the Mediator they meet 
with a favorable reception. The 
prayers of saints, though they are 
compared to odors, are nevertheless 
said to be presented before the 
throne with much incense.* The 
incense is offered by,an Angel, who 
is undoubtedly the Angel of the co- 
venant, who is the great High Priest 
of our profession. 

To what has been urged in favor 
of saying that our best performances 
are accepted for the sake of Christ, 
the Inquirer would reply, the sin of 
all our performances is forgiven us 
for the sake of Christ; and then, 
what remains, namely, all the holi- 
ness which is seen in them, is ac- 
cepted for its own sake. This would 
be correct, if it were true that the 
forgiveness of sin annihilated the 
ill-desert of the sinner. If the par- 
doned sinner were not still an ill- 
deserving creature, he might present 
his good works before God in his 
own name. But the truth is, that 
heis still an ill-deserving creature ; 


® Rev. 5. 8, with 8. 8, 4, 
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while he lives in this imperfect || 
state, his desert of evil is constantly 
increasing ; and even after this im- 
perfect state is ended, his ill-desert 
will remain undiminished to all 
eternity. It will always be a hum- 
bling truth, that he deserves the 
damnation of hell, and that this tre 
mendous evil is prevented by infi 
nite mercy, manifested through the 
Mediator. it would be infinitely 
inconsistent for the Moral Governor 
of the universe, in way of reward, 
to manifest his acceptance of any 
good works, even the perfect wor- 
ship of heaven, when vresented in 
their own name by creatures who 
had once transgressed his law. It 
is not only an act of grace to change 
their character and forgive their sins, 
but it is also an‘act of grace to ac- 
cept their good works. And each 
of these acts of grace is represented 
in the word of God as being done 
wholly out of regard to the Redeem- 
er. For an example of the first, I 
would refer the reader to Tit. 3. 5, 
6; for the second, see Eph. 1.7 ; 
for the third, see Rom. 4. 4, 5, and | 
1 Pet. 2. 5. 

I will detain the reader for a mo- 
ment or two longer on this point ; 
for if this be well examined, it will 
make the whole subject more easy 
to be understood. While the scrip- 
tures make a distinction in the cha- 
racters of men, calling one man a 
sinner, and another asaint ; one man 
ungodly, and anether godly; still 
the saint comes before the throne of 
grace, and pleads, “ God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner ;” and the godly 
man, in point of justification, is 
called ungodly. Atl who have sin- 
ned, and come short of the glory of 
God, are, in the eye of the law, sin- 
riers and ungodly. In proportion 
as the dominion of sin is broken up | 
in their hearts, they are prepared to 
take the place of sinners before God; 
and the publican’s prayer becomes 
the natural laneuage of their con- 
trite hearts. In point of desert, they 


i 


feel, that when they do their very 7% ° 
best works, they work not, but be. 7 tC 
lieve on him that justifieth the un- % ’ 
godly. Rom. 4. 5. a 

The ungodly whom God justifi- 7 
eth, are not such as remain enemies | 
to God ; for these are under con- | 7 
demnation; but they doubtless in. ~ 
clude all those who are united to |] 
the Saviour. These are all godly © 
ones, as it respects the temper of ~ 
their hearts and their lives; for ‘7 
they all live unto God ; but in point 
of justification, they are denomina- ~ 
ted ungodly, to show that they are |B” 
not justified or accepted for their f 
own deserts. = 

But it may be objected, thatsome- 4%" 


> om 


times the bible saints are heard to |” i 
plead their good works before God, 4 : 
as a reason why they should be ac- 9 
cepted. We well aioe that God © 4 
has promised a reward of grace to | @ 
all those who do any thing with 2/3" 
view to his glory, even if it be only 7 , 
to give a cup of cold water to one of | 9 , 


his friends, But let it be remem- 7 
bered, that itis a reward of grace, | " 
and that itis through Christ that | 
the promise is made ; for as no man | 
can come to the Father but by the | 
Son, so the Father can come to no [| ; 
man but through the same medium. [7 
Although it is altogether in conse- | 
quence of the atonement and inter- | 
cession of Christ, that God promises | 
to reward the disinterested labors | 9! 
of Christians, who are one with their 7 
Divine Head ; yet the promise lays [7 f 
a foundation for them to plead for [7 
the reward, as much as though it 7 
was not of grace, but of debt. With f 
some service done, or suffering en- [7 
dured for Christ, the Christian may 
pray as did Nehemiah, “ Remember 7 
me, O my God, concerning this al- 
so ;”? and then, with the next breath, 
plead, as he did, * Spare me, accor- 
ding to the greatness of thy meer n 
The truth is this: we ought to feel [ 
that we are ill deserving, not only [J ¢ 
when we come before God to plead [7 ; 
with him to forgive us our trespasses, [7 
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 yut also when we come to ask him 


to accept our homage and obedience. 
And will not a sense of our ill-de- 
sert naturally lead us to lean upon 
the bosom of Jesus, that righteous 
Advocate who is with the Father ? 
SILVANUS. 
( To be continued. ) 


For the Christian Repository. 

On the Prayer of Faith. 
Messrs. Eprrors—In the last 
number of the Evangelical Recorder, 
I made some remarks on a letter 
from New - Haven respecting the 
rayer of faith. The writer of that 
letter had stated what appeared to 
me a new theory on that subject, 
the most prominent features of which 
are, that we ought to pray for spiri- 
tual blessings without submission, 


dence that they will be granted ; 
and if we thus pray, the things we 
ask for will certainly be granted. 
With respect to these three points, 
J made some inquiries, and stated 
some difficulties, which I earnestly 
desired some one who was acquaint- 
ed with the subject would endeavor 
to remove. A communieation, in 
your number for January, signed L. 
F., appears to have been intended 
as an answer. ‘The writer will 
ae to accept my thanks for the 
abor he has bestowed upon the sub- 
ject; and yet he will allow me to 
state, that his remarks are not en- 
tirely satisfactory. He has brought 
forward a number of passages of 
scripture, which contain promises to 
hear and answer prayer, which are 
doubtless a great encouragement to 
the Christian in his addresses to the 
throne of grace. I have looked them 
al! over ; and, with the exception of 
three, which will be particularly 


|} hoticed, L can see no object for 


which they are brought forward, 
Unless it is to prove, that when we 
pray aright, the very thing we ask 
jor will be granted. This point I 


| Was rather disposed for that time to 
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admit, though I stated an objection 
against it, which I knew not how to 
remove ; and there are some others 
which might be brought into view. 
L. F. has not thought proper to at- 
tempt the removal of my difficulties 
by explanations and arguments, but 
advises me to throw away my spe- 
culations, and rely upon the simple 
word of God. I acknowledge that 
I ought to receive, with implicit 
confidence, whatever God teaches, 
and bow to the law and the testi- 
mony. But, how can I receive what 
I do not understand? How can I 
rely upon the word of God, any 
further than I know what that word 
is? ‘To ascertain what the word of 
God teaches on this subject, is the 
very object of my inquiries. Iam 
no advocate for speculation or ab- 
stract reasoning, any further than it 
has a connection with practice. I 
wish to know my duty, that l may 
doit. Ifit is my duty to pray with- 
out submission, and to believe with- 
out doubting that the very thing I 
ask ivr will be granted, I wish that 
duty to be made plain. Would L. 
F. condescend to instruct me on this 
subject, and adapt his instructions 
to my capacity, he would confer a 
favor tat L would gratefully ac- 
knowledge. 

One point of inquiry is, whether 
the very thing we ask for will cer- 
tainly be granted. Some of my dif- 
ficulties with respect to this point, 
are the following: 1. We are not 
omniscient, and are liable to ask for 
things which are not for the best. 
If God has bound himself always to 
give the very thing asked for, will 
he not be obliged sometimes to grant 
things which are not for the best? 
2. Paul besought the Lord thrice, 
that the thorn in his flesh might be 
taken away; but it was not done. 
2 Cor. 12.7—9. His prayer was 
heard, but the thing he asked for 
was not granted. God gave him 
something better instead of it. 8. 
The Lord Jesus prayed that the cup 
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of sufferings might pass from him ; | 
but it did not pass ; he drank it to! 
the very dregs. Nevertheless, his ' 





no need to make any reference ts 
the probability of our being denied, 
And it seems to me that the same 


prayer was heard, and God granted i faith ought to be exercised in pray. 
him support. Luke 22. 42,45. If|! ing for one, as in praying for the 
PP = ee 


L. F. has said any thing to this 
oint, it must be in his quotation of 
om. 8. 26, 27. If this passage is 

any thing to his purpose, its mean- , 

ing must be, as he appears to think | 

it is, that the Holy Ghost will al- 
ways teach us what we ought to 
pray for ; so that, although without 

is teaching we are ignorant, yet we 
are in no danger of asking for any 
thing which is not for the best, be- 
cause the Holy Ghost will certainly 
inform us by immediate inspiration. 

If this is not the meaning of L. F.,, 

{ cannot discover what is, or for 

what purpose the passage is intro- 

duced. And is it really so, that 
common Christians now are divine- 
ly inspired? If L. F. can prove 


importance to the Christian church, 
and one which will affect many 
other subjects, as well as that of 
prayer. 

Another point of inquiry is, whe- 
ther it is our duty to pray without 
submission. Butif itis true that 
we are always taught what to pray 
for by unmediate divine inspiration } 
at the time, this will go far towards 
removing that difficulty also. For, 
although Christ left us an example 
of saying in prayer, “ not my will, 
but thine be done,” he appeared to 
be praying for a favor which he had 
some apprehension could not with 
propriety be granted. But if the 
Holy Ghost does indeed inform us 


what are not, and “we know the 
will of God on the subject,”’ we may 
indeed “come boldly to the throne 


of grace, with no reservation, with 


no hesitation.”” And we may do it 
with respect to temporal blessings, 
as well as spiritual; for when we 
know they are for the best, and that 
God intends to grant them, we have 


this, he will establish a point of vast 
| 


what things are for the best, and 


other. 


is, What is the faith which is neces. 
sary to prevailing prayer? Is itan 
unwavering confidence that the very 
thing we ask will be granted? if 
it is, what is the ground of that con- 


fidence? How shall we get this) 
faith? And how are we to blame) 


for not praying in faith, so long as 
we have no evidence that the thing 
we desire will be granted ? On this 
point, L. F. has not been so explicit 


as could be wished ; and yet he has} 
said something. That this full con.) 


fidence is the faith necessary to pre- 
vailing prayer, I suppose he expect: 
ed to prove by Mark 11. 24:— 
“ Therefore I say unto you, what 
things soever ye desire when ye 


pray, believe that ye receive them,> 


and ye shall have them.” I have 
been accustomed to suppose that 
the belief here spoken of, was the 
faith of miracles ; and was the more 


confirmed in this _— by thf 


context. It was spoken on the oc- 
casion of our Lord’s cursing the 
barren fig tree, and its withering 
away. Our Lord embraced the op- 
portunity to tell his apostles, that by 
faith in him, they should be able to 
perform similar miracles, and even 
;to remove mountains. And _ then 
follows this verse, introduced by the 
word “ therefore,” which shews that 
he was still speaking upon the same 
subject. (See also Mat. 21. 18—22) 
lf L. F. can prove, that the faith 


necessary to prevailing prayer: and § 


the faith necessary to perform mi: 
racles, are one and the same, and 
that all Christians now can perform 
miracles as well as the apostles, this 
text will seem to be more to hi 
purpose. That this is his opinion, 
{ would not dare to affirm ; bul 
some of his remarks seem to me t¢ 


But the principal point of inquiry 
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On the Prayer of Faith. 


convey that idea, especially those 
upon James 5. 15—20. When the 
apostles were about to perform a 
miracle, they doubtless believed, 
with unwavering confidence, that 
the thing they désired would be 
done. But they had some ground 
for that confidence. ‘They had the 
spirit of inspiration. They were 
informed by the immediate sugges- 
tion of the Holy Ghost at the time, 
that this very thing should be done. 
Now, if we also have the same spirit 
of inspiration, and are informed in 
the same manner that what we de- 
sire will be done, I can see ground 
for us to exercise the same confi- 
And if 1 have rightly un- 
derstood the remarks of L. F. on 


S Rom. 8. 26, 27, this is his opinion. 


This also throws some light on 
the inquiry, How shall we get this 
faith? L. F. says, “ We do not 
believe it to be necessary, on this 
subject, to wait before we pray, un. 
til we know that we have the faith 
necessary ; because we believe, that 
while we are yet speaking, God will 
hear and answer. Is. 65. 24.7 He 
also says to such an inquirer, “ Be- 
lieve that you are a Christian, and 
that God in his promises speaks to 
you.” My understanding of this is, 
that if we feel a desire to perform a 
miracle, but are yet uncertain whe- 
ther it will be done, we must try to 
pray, and try to believe ; and if God 
intends that the miracle shall be 
performed, he will give us the infor- 
mation while we are thus making 
the attempt, and we shall believe, 
and the miracle will be performed. 
But all this throws no light on the 
question, how are we to blame for 
hot praying in faith, so long as we 
have no evidence that the thing we 
desire will be granted? I should 
rather conclude, that if we try to 
pray, anil try to believe, and no in- 
formation is given, we have done all 
that is required, and stand justified 
in that instance for not making the 
prayer of faith. 


d1 


With respect to the instances 
which L. F. mentions, of the success 
of the prayer of faith, | would make 
one remark. I have no doubt that 
God does hear and answer prayer, 
when it is made aright. And I can 
easily suppose, that those prayers he 
mentions had all the essential re- 
quisites of acceptable and prevail- 
ing prayer, and did prevail, even 
though no miraculous faith is neces- 
sary. 

Should L. F. think proper to write 
again, | hope he will state his views 
on the subject more clearly ; and if 
I have not understood him correct- 
ly, 1 hope he will point out my iis- 
takes. And I should be much gra- 
tified, if he, or some other person, 
would consider my difficulties, and 
show how they can be removed. 
if L. F. does indeed believe that 
common Christians now are divine- 
ly inspired, and can perform mira- 
cles, 1 call for the evidence to sup- 
port that opinion. If he does not 
believe that Christians now are in- 
spired, and work miracles, but still 
holds that the faith necessary to 
| prevailing prayer, is a full confi- 

dence that the thing desired will be 
granted, it behoves him to prove 
that such a faith is necessary, and 
to show on what evidence, from 
scripture, sense, or reason, that faith 
is founded. Or if there is no evi- 
dence, then he should tell us how we 
can believe without evidence, and 
not be guilty of presumption. 
! ALPHA. 

Vote. I observe the communica- 
tion of L. F. in the Christian Herald 
for Jan. 19. If the Editor of that 
publication should think proper to 
insert the above, he will gratify at 
least one of his readers. 

For the Christi:n Repository. 

The following is extracted from a 
| short series of lectures, in manu- 


/ 





script, entitled, “ The Abrahamic 
Covenant, the Grand Charter of 
Messiah’s kingdom.” 
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52 : On the Abrahamie Covenant. 


ISAIAH, Lxir. 6, 7. 

** Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep 
not silence, And give him no rest, till he 
establish, and till he make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth.” 


This passage of inspiration com- 
prehends the subject above proposed, 
as clearly and as fully, perhaps, as 
any single text in the sacred vol- 
ume. Herein is implied the inter- 
esting fact, that Jerusalem shall be 
established in such circumstances 
of prosperity and glory as to be- 
come a praise in the earth, or a sub- 
ject of joy and exultation to all na- 
tions; or, in the language of the | 
Psalmist, “The city of the Great 
King.” And in prophetic: view of 
this great and interesting event, the 
inspired author of the text urges, In 
a pathetic and animated style, the 
important duty, resulting from this 
glorious fact, which is earnest, fer- 
vent, unceasing prayer and suppli- 
cation to God for the speedy accom- 
plishment of this great and glorious 
new covenant purpose. 

The great and comprehensive fact 
of Jerusalem’s glorious establish- 


to Immanuel, as his land; not 
merely by right of creation and 
sovereign disposal, as all things by 
right of his divine nature are his — 
But the evident meaning of scrip- 
ture is, that it is his by covenant, 
grant, and title, as the sEEp of A- 
braham, and son of David, and le- 
gal heir to his throne and nee 
Hence, we find this remarkable 
land, is no less the theme of those 
promises and predictions which yet 
remain to be accomplished, than it 
was of those which have long since 
had their fulfilment. The further 
the prophets extend their view into 
the future history and events of di- 
vine grace and providence, the more 
they seem enraptured with the glo- 
ry, peace, and prosperity of the 
land, city, and people of Israel.— 
This is a forcible intimation, that 
the greatest elevation of this land 
and people is yet a future event. 
This intimation receives addition- 
al force and clearness from the man- 
ner in which this land was convey- 
ed and confirmed to Abraham and 


ment, as intimated in the text, will |! his posterity. 


be best illustrated by the proof and |! 


consideration of the several partic- 
ular facts or events comprised 
therein. 

I. The flourishing state of the 
land and people of Israel, is con- 
nected with the flourishing state of 
Jerusalem, and essential thereto.— 
Hence, the glorious establishment 
of Jerusalem, implies a restoration 
of the twelve tribes to the land of 
Israel, and their peaceful and per- 
petual enjoyment of this promised 
inheritance. 

This land of promise is remarka- 
bly distinguished in scripture, from | 
one end of the sacred volume to the 
other. Itis a land, espied and cho- 
sen of God, as appropriate to him- 
self in a peculiar manner. It is 
designated as the glory of all lands. 
The inheritance of the Lord. The 
place which the Lord made for him- 
self todwellin. It is appropriated | 





The inheritance of this land, was 
embraced as one essential article in 
that gracious and everlasting cove- 
nant, which God instituted with the 
father of the faithful. The terms 
of the grant are plain, positive, and 
very explicit. “1 will give unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a stranger, all 
the land of Canaan for an everlast- 
ing possession.” 

This was not a mere verbal be- 
quest of a changeable being, but: a 
solemn covenant transaction of the 
unchangeable God—sealed and rat- 
ified in the most solemn manner 
that any deed or covenant could 
possibly be confirmed. 

It would, therefore, savor more 
of infidel presumption, than of 
christian faith, to admit the idea 
that this divine charter of everlast- 
ing possession has failed, run out, 
| or expired. It would be more hon- 
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erary to God, and more becoming 
christian belief, to regard this sol- 
emn covenant grant of everlasting 

ossession, as having a perpetuity, 
equal at least, to the existence of 
the territory hereby.conveyed. In 
this light, the divine charter of this 
land to Abraham and his seed, is 
viewed by the royal Psalmist, as 
appears by his prophetic address to 
the people of tsrael. 

«Q ye seed of Abraham, his ser- 
vant; ye children of Jacob, his cho- 
sen! He isthe Lord, our God. He 
hath remembered his covenant for- 
ever; the word he commanded toa 
thousand generations; which cove- 
nant he made with Abraham, and 
his oath unto Isaac, and confirmed 
the same unto Jacob for a law, and 


‘to Israel for an everlasting cove- 


nant ; saying, unto thee will I give 
the land of Canaan, the lot of your 
inheritance.” 

To remove every shade of doubt 
from the mind of believers, and to 
strip every shred of plea from infi- 
delity, this important grant of ever- 
lasting possession was not permit- 
ted to rest on bare word alone, al- 
though it were the word of God ; 
but was, moreover, confirmed by the 
solemn oath of Jehovah, who cannot 
lie, and who changeth not. “ Being 
willing more abundantly to show 
unto the heirs of promise the immu- 
tability of his counsel, God confirm- 
ed it by an oath.” Neither was 
this oath of confirmation a single 
and solitary expression of the de- 
termined counsel and fixed purpose 
of God, but was solemnly notified 
and kept in mind by repeated de- 
claration. 

Hence, we find this land of cove- 
nant promise often designated in 
scripture as the land which the 
Lord sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob. A covenant grant, 


thus made and ratified by the sacred } 


promise and solemn oath of God, is 
entitled to the fullest credit and 


confidence se Jong as it remains in | 
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force. And it must ever remain in 
its primitive force and virtue, un- 
less it be revoked by the same di- 
vine authority by which it was 
made, and in a manner equally so- 
lemn and express as that whereby 
it was confirmed. But no such re- 
vocation is to be found in the whole 
book of God. 

The covenant God made with the 
people at Sinai, has indeed been 
disannulled. Being stipulated con- 
ditionally, and the conditions pro- 
posed not being fulfilled by them, 
they could not hold possession of 
the promised inheritance by virtue 
of that covenant. Having proved 
thema sufficient time, God at length 
disannulled that covenant, ejected 
them from the land of promise, and 
plainly announced that he would 
not be their God, on the ground of 
that conditional covenant, which 
had been so frequently violated on 
their part. Even Moses, being me- 
diator of that covenant, and not 
proving perfectly obedient, was not 
a to enter the promised 
and. 

But not so with respect to the 
Abrahamic covenant. This being 
“ confirmed of God in Christ,” as 
mediator and executor, and it ha- 
ving been —s foreseen that he 
would infallibly fulfil the terms of 
restipulation, both in respect of per- 
fect obedience and a perfect atone- 
ment, the invariable tenor of its 
promises was yea and amen. The 
conditional particle (if) had no 
place in this everlasting covenant. 
And inasmuch as the terms of re- 
stipulation have long since been ac- 
tually fulfilled by Christ, and sealed 
with his blood, and accepted of God 
the Father, the covenant itself has 
become settled on such a sure basis, 
that it can now never be revoked or 
disannulled. Therefore, the cove- 
nant grant of the promised land to 
Abraham and his seed for an ever- 
lasting possession, is still invested 
with all its original force and so- 
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lemnity; and must, of consequence, 
effectuate the restoration and per- 
petual establishment of the tribes of 
Jacob in the land of promise. 

Accordingly, we find this resto- 
ration spoken of by all the holy 
prophets. ‘The denunciation of their 
captivity aud dispersion, is imme- 
diately followed by promise of re- 
storation and re-establishment in 
their own land. Although their dis 
persion be of long continuance, yet 
their covenant title is.neither lost, 
nor disannulled, nor even in the 
least degree impaired. Hence, their 
restoration is, by the constant, rei- 
terated voice of the prophets, recog: 
nized as a return, not to the land of 
another people, but to their own 
land. 

By no other title can it be said tobe 
their own land, but only by virtue of 
the perpetuityoftheAbrahamic cove- 
nant. Every other claim they might 
think toadvance,has long sincefail’d. 
However long they may cling to the 
covenant mediated by Moses, it will 
avail them nothing. Both the hea- 
ven and earth of that covenant have 
been shaken and removed. But the 
ihings of the Abrahamic covenant, 
having been so firmly established as 
to be incapable of being shaken, still 
remain. 

By virtue of this ancient covenant 
grant, this unalienable title, and as 
giving an unequivocal intimation of 
its certain and complete execution, 
Ezekiel was authorised and com- 
manded to prophesy, and say in the 
name of the Lord, “ O ye mountains 
of Israel, ye shall yield your fruit to 
my people of Israel, for they are at 
hand to come. And [I will multiply 
men upon you, all the house of Is- 
rael, even all of it. And the cities 
shall be inhabited, and the wastes 
shall be builded. And I will settle 
you after your old estates, and will 
do better unto you than at your be- 
ginnings.”” 

This restoration will not be par- 
hal, as was their return from Baby- 
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lon ; but it is certified that it will be | 


a general restoration of all the 


tribes of Jacob, even the whole house | 
of Israel ; and will constitute an | 


event far more wonderful than was 
their redemption from Egypt. In- 
somuch that it shall then be no more 
said, “ The Lord liveth, 
brought up the children of Israe| 
out of the land of Egypt; but the 
| Lord liveth, which brought up, and 


| which led the seed of the house of 7 
Israel, out of the north country, and | 
from all countries whither I had § 


driven them. And they shall dwell 


in their own land that I gave to F 
their fathers, even they, and their | 
children, and their children’s chil- 
And they shall no § 


dren forever. 
more be pulled up out of the land 
which I have given them, saith the 
Lord God.” 
It is a matter of such interesting 
importance, that all people should 
| firmly believe this truth of God, and 
| have it ever present to their minds, 
as an impressive motive to the pray- 
er of faith, and to the energy of ex- 
ertion in this glorious cause, that 
He hath not only confirmed it by 
solemn oath, and by repeated sub- 
sequent promise, but hath moreover 
commanded that “it should be pro- 
claimed in all the world, and calls 
upon all people to hear and receive 
it 





ye nations, and declare it in the 
isles afar off, and say, He that scat- 
\tewnd Israel will gather him, and 
|keep him as a shepherd doth his 
flock. Therefore, they shall come 
and sing in the height of Zion. For 
1 will turn their mourning into joy, 
and will comfort them, and make 
them rejoice; and they shall not 
sorrow any more at all.” 

This restoration of the house of 
Israel to their own land, is an event 
previously essential to the establish- 
ment, not only of Jerusalem, but 
also of Messiah’s kingdom. Nei- 
ther of these can be accomplished 
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till that be effected. As Christ, the || 
Messiah, is the primary and princi- | 
pal seed of Abraham, respected in 
the covenant, and in favor of whom 
the stipulations of the covenant 








| 


were specially made and confirmed; 
so, his kingdom can never be esta- 
blished in its real and true glory, so 
long as he is kept out of this “ in- 
heritance of the Lord,’’? which was 
specially made, designed, and cove- 
nanted for Him to dwell in. 

Hence, it is the duty of all the 
friends of Zion, who sincerely de- 
sire the glorious establishment of 
Jerusalem, and of the kingdom of 
Christ, to seek and pray, and exert 
every appropriate & suitable means, 
for the speedy restoration of the | 
tribes of Jacob to the land of Israel, | 


the lot of their inheritance. | 





NEBO. 
From a Swiss Magazine. 
Charity Rewarded—QA Fact. 

B. was a native of Alsace; and, 
en a journey he made to K » he 
married. He inhabited a small 
house, without the gates of the town; 
and his employment barely subsist- 
ed him, though he constantly work- 
ed for rich and respectable people 
in the city. He was a painter and 


| 
| 





customed to bring bread home with 


| him for his family, from the produce 


of his work. It happened, however, 
once, that he did not receive his 
money. Although God has express- 
ly commanded, that the “sun shall 
not go down before the laborer re- 
ceives his hire,” yet the degenerate 
Christian pays but little attention to 
the commands of his Maker ! Very 
many, and clergymen amongst the 


| number, are not even acquainted 
Swith all his written commands, 


more especially those in the Old 
Testament, notwithstanding Jesus 
Christ has absolutely declared in 
Matth. 5. 18, that all shall be strict- 


} ly observed, and that not a jot or 


tittle thereof shall fail. Now could 


Charity Rewarded. 5 





Or 


the poor gilder no longer get paid 
by his employers. For some time, 
however, he was enabled to carry 
home bread with him as usual, to 
his hungry family; but at length 
every resource was exhausted.— 
Throughout the day, during his 
work, he put up an inward prayer 
to God, that he would graciously 
dispose the hearts of his masters in 
his favor, so that they might not al- 
low him to go home pennyless ; but 
the day passed, the term of labor 
finished, and the poor husband and 
father had nothing, nothing at all to 
take home with him! Melancholy 
and sad he entered the suburbs 
where he lived, with a heavy heart 
and downcast eyes. Some one go- 
ing towards the city, met him, sa- 
luted him as he passed, and slipping 
a piece of silver into his hand, glided 
by him. B. stood stock still, asto- 
nished ; and shouting aloud, with 
eyes uplifted, tears ran down his 
cheeks ; and he bitterly reproached 
himself for his vile unbelief in that 
God who feedeth the ravens, and 
numbers the very hairs of our 
heads. 

Passing onwards, his way lay 
through a path between two hedges, 
where he heard a faint voice, in a 
mournful, complaining strain ; and, 
as he looked round him to know 
from whence it proceeded, he saw a 
young man, who had the appearance 
of a traveller, lying on the grass, 
pale, weak, and emaciated. “ What 
is the matter, my friend f’’ asked 
the poor painter. “ Sir, | ama tra- 
velling mechanic, and am going to- 
wards home. I have yet far to go. 
As my money ran short, I was obli- 
get to act with the utmost frugality, 
and expended daily only what my 
most urgent necessities demanded ; 
notwithstanding, my money is all 
gone. The whole of this day have 


| pursued my journey without tast- 
ing food ; and my strength 18 $0 en- 
tirely exhausted, that I can go no 
further.” What was poor B. to do? 
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He had ne‘hing but the small piece 
of silver: should he give him that ? 
But what would remain for his hun- 
gry, expecting children? Perplex- 
ed, confounded, and almost mecha- 
nically, without knowing what he 
said, he demanded of the young man 
if he had no small money about him, 
even of the most trifling value, to 
give in exchange for his little piece 
of silver, ‘ O, my dear sir, would 1 
had ; I should not lie longer here !” 
‘The heart of poor B. felt a terrible 
conflict. At last, shrugging his 
shoulders, with great sorrow and 
heaviness of mind, he pursued his 
way, but went not far; his piece of 
money burned like fire in his pock- 
et; he hastily turned back, gave it 
to the poor traveller, and, with great 
agitation, turned away quickly, 
weeping, sobbing, and almost reel- 
ing like a drunken man. He had 
not proceeded far, before he met a 
man, with several loaves of bread, 
which he carried under his arms, 
coming directly towards him. As 
they approached each other, the 
man saluted him in a very friendly 
manner ; and passing him, slipped 
one of the loaves under his arm, and 
putting a dollar into his hand, has- 
tened away. ‘he poor painter threw 
himself on the grass, and wept 
aloud ! 

Who can read, without the deep- 
est emotion, this wonderful relation 
of the gracious providence of God 
towards the necessities of his chil- 
dren! ‘The worthy painter acted 
with such pure humanity, and the 
hand of God so visibly interposed, 
that while we are compelled to be- 
stow our warmest approbation on 
his conduct, we are led to offer our 
humble adoration at the throne of 
grace. Such tales as these are like 
apples of gold in dishes of silver ; 
and though at all times, yet in our 
days more especially, a word in due 
season. If the poor Christian is led 
to further perseverance in his con 
fidence in God, who hears and an- 
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swers prayer, and the weak believe; @ 
taught to blush for his unbelief, this 
memorable instance of God’s pa. | 
ternal care will not have been re. | 
corded in vain ! ; 
~~ 
From the Charleston (S. C.) Intelligencer, | 
Satan his own enemy. | 
Mr. Evrror—Permit me to give | 
you an account of certain circum. 
stances,which occurred inP********* 
Massachusetts, during a late pow.-/ 
erful revival of religion in that! 
place. These circumstances con. | 
spire to exhibit at once the power of! 
God, and the malignity, as well as! 
powerlessness of Satan, when he who 
“rules in heaven and earth,’ is| 


pleased to assert his prerogative.) 


Nay, they conspire to prove that 
God can make Satan and his agent 
defeat their own designs, and can 
make them instrumental in promo- 
ting his own glory, which their | 
hearts hate. | 


It was on the 4th of July, 1821, : 
that the adversary had selected af 


the day on which he was to make an 

open and undisguised attack upon 
the work of God. Already he had 
lost many faithful subjects, but had} 


hitherto manifested his hostility by> 
employing the tongue of slander, by F 


circulating, in the real spirit of stra-f 
tagem, reports equally insidious and 
infamous against the character of 
the Rev. Mr. N********, the servant 
of God. 
By the latter part of June, apf 


pearances seemed to promise a rich® 


harvest of converted souls. This 
enraged the enemies of religion.— 
And when it was announced that 


the friends of God intended to de-F 


vote the natal day of their countryf 
to the celebration of His praise m 
the sanctuary, certain men took the 
alarm. 

It was the signal for offensivef 
operations. They had no previous 
intention of celebrating the day ;} 
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but finding that Christians had de- fF j, 
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| The sun rose clear over the distant 


H who were assembled to worship 





on that day, they determined to set 
up their god in opposition. Early 
in the morning they commenced the 
discharge of cannon ; and I recol- 
lect, Mr. Editor, that while I was 
rising from my bed, and adjusting 
my dress to prepare for the morning 
service, L could not exclude from 
my mind that expression of the pro- 
phet Daniel, that the “ wall should | 
be built introublous times.” “ Trou- 
blous times, troublous times,” in- 
fested my imagination ; and yet that 
the wall would be built, that the 
work of God would go on, I could 
not reasonably doubt ; though I con- 
fess, that like an inexperienced, 
trembling follower of our great 
Captain, [ feared the result. It was | 
a beautiful and glorious morning. , 


hills that skirt the valley in which 
P. is situated ; and while he smiled, 
and lighted up the face of the earth, 
and diffused a genial warmth and 
vigor throughout the system of na- | 
ture, seemed to be an emblem of | 
what the.Sun of Righteousness was, 
and was to be to many a soul upon | 
which Jesus had already smiled, or 
to which he was about graciously to 
reveal himself. + 

I took my way to the lecture 
room, passing through the smoke of 
the cannon, which they were careful 
should be kept firing a sufficient 
length of time fairly to salute those 





God, and let them know that they 
had commenced operations for the 
day. We had a most delightful 
season of prayer and praise; and 
when Mr. N******** addressed us 
from a portion of Scripture, the Spi- 
rit of God was, as | believe, verily 
present by his holy anointings. The 
address was directly to Christians ; 
and I think I can call yourself to 
witness, Mr. Editor, (for I think you 


: 


| Were present,) what elevation of 


hope, what sustained spiritual feel- 

ing, what fulness of joy then held | 

their delightful sway in the hearts | 
H 


Satan his own Enemy. 
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of the children of God. It was an 
antepast of the day ; more—it was 
a prelibation of heaven. Never did 
I so practically know the meaning 
of the pious David’s assertion, “ the 
law of thy mouth is better to me 
than thousands of gold and silver.” 
“ How sweet are thy werds unto 
my taste ! yea, sweeter than honey 
to my mouth !” 

The opposers occupied the church 
in the morning with their exercises. 
At 2 o’clock, they who loved the 
Lord and respected his ordinances, 
began to assemble in the same place. 
For the sake of accommodating 
some few gentlemen who had walk- 
ed in their procession, and who still 
wished to attend the religious ser- 
vices, they deferred their carousals 
ostensibly, until these services were 
concluded. The church was crowd- 
ed. ‘While the people were assem- 
bling, and as they passed near the 
rioters,crackers were repeatedly ex- 
ploded in order to deter K intimidate 
them. ‘The service began. It went 
calmly and sweetly forward. The 
Rev. Mr. H. the pastor, took his 
text from John 8. 36. “ If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed,” 

He had not proceeded far, when 
the word—fire! was given, and our 
ears were suddenly stunned, and 
the congregation startled, by the re- 
port of cannon. It was the attack 
of the adversary! and it Was well 
kept up. But unfortunately for him 
and his agents, every shot preached 
louder than ten thousand thunders! 
Meanwhile, the drums beat, and the 
fifes played, and the soldiers march- 
ed back and forth before the church 
door, animated moreover by the 
music of the cannon, and the pro- 
spect of a glorious triumph over the 
cause of God. But alas! they were 
laboring hard to defeat themselves. 
Some few Christians, indeed, of de- 
licate frame and quick sensibilities, 
were agitated and alarmed ; and 
others, though not intimidated, 
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dreaded the consequence of this vio- 
lent attack; but generally there 
were high hopes that this tumult 
would be overruled for goed. And 
so it was. So skilfully did the 
preacher allude to, and apply his 
discourse to the conduct of the op- 
position out of doors ; such advan- 
tage did he take of every blast of 
‘the cannon and every play of the 
drum, by some well pointed remark, 
that it all went like a two-edged 
sword to the hearts of listening sin- 
ners. Indeed, Mr. H. afterwards 
informed me,that had he shewed the 
heads of his sermon to his opposers 
previously, and earnestly requested 
them, when he had reached such a 
point in his sermon, to—fire! and 
when he had reached another point, 
to—fire ! they could not more ef- 
fectually have subserved the pur- 
poses of his discourse than they did. 
Those gentlemen who had walked 
in the opposers’ procession, hung 
their heads, were disgusted, and in 
some instances. were convicted 
deeply of sin. One gentleman, who 
had been previously somewhat se- 
rious, declared to me, that every 
shot of the cannon pierced his soul, 
filled him with a kind of mde- 
scribable horror, and brought him, 
through the blessing of God, to such 
a hatred and detestation of sin in 
himself and others, as constrained 
him quickly to fly to Christ. 

I confess I trembled for the ark 
of God. Indeed, I was so uneasy, 
that after the sermon was conclu- 
ded, I went out and expestulated 
with the ringleader, whose compa- 
nion in wickedness I once had been, 
and over whom I thought I might 
have some influence. But I have 
reason to believe, that in general 
the spirits of the children ef God 
were perfectly unruffled. I sat near 
the Rev. Mr. N.; and so delighted 
was he with the discourse, and so 
accurately prescient too was he of 
the result, that whenever an apt al- 
lusion dropped from the lips of the 


Satan his own Enemy. 


preacher, he would turn round wit); | 
a holy smile, and whenever a shot 7 
from the cannon pierced our ears, — 
he would say, it would involuntarily | 
escape from him—* That is good, 7 
that is good.”” Speaking afterwards | 
of the events of this day, he observ. | 
ed to me, “ Did you not feel calm? § 
I thought there was a deep and ma- 
jestic calmness overspreading the © 
minds of Christians.” I found very | 
many did indeed feel so. Nothing | 
could be more appropriate, or more | 
naturally arise out of his text, than | 
Mr. H.’s deseription of the misera- | 
ble bondage in which those out of 7 
doors were faithfully serving their | 


master. 


The ministers looked forward i 


with an alternation of hope and fear, 
to the meeting of inquiry, or anx- 
ious meeting, as it was called ; as 
that meeting was generally esteem- 
ed a kind of spiritual thermometer, 
by which the degree of warmth and 


feeling in the society could be mea- [7 
sured. This was held for an hour f 
previously to the evening service. | 
This time arrived. It was crowded f 
—never so full before! ‘The daring [ 


and outrageous attack in the day 
had driven many to the place, in 
which he that appeared was always 


supposed to be asking, “ What must | 


I do to be saved? what must I do 
to be saved? This question was 
emphatically asked in the meeting. 
It was found that a most powerful 
impulse had been given to the revi- 
val. Sinners were pressing with 
accelerated speed into the kingdom 
of God. Nor was this impulse at 


jall weakened by the evening ser- 


vice. 

The house was overflowing. You 
was there. You marked the pro- 
gress of things. Mr. N. that even- 


ing put forth his mightiest efforts. [ 


His discourse was one continued 
flash of conviction. 


the destruction of Sodom. <“ Up, 
get ye out of this place,” was closely 


He spoke from > 
that ae of Gen. 19. which treats of [ 
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and powerfully applied ; and when 
he had given a full account of the 
nature and circumstances of Lot’s 
expostulations with his sons-in-law, 
he came to speak of the awful still- 
ness which remained over Sodom, 
while Lot was taking his leave.— 
Oh! then, when all his warnings 
were despised, and they would not 
believe a word he said ; th then 
—when Lot was safely out’ of. So- 
dom—what a terrible storm of fire 
ensued! You remember he.turned 
the heads of the audience complete- 
ly towards the windows. They in- 
voluntarily looked around to see the 
conflagration! to see Sodom in 
flames! It was quite overpowering. 


That was an eventful and a glo- 
rious day for P****e***s, From 
that time forward,Emmanuel spread 
his triumphs among great and small. 
They who thought to crush the work 
of God, were bitterly disappointed, 
and retired with shame. The fruits 
of this revival, are one hundred and 
forty converts. Praise ye the Lord. 


He that loves the cause of Jesus, 
will be gratified at the recital of 
such facts as the above. They af- 
ford, besides, an exemplification of 
the rule which a Minister of the 
Gospel ought, above all men, to 
place constantly before him: That 
no opposition, however furious and 
appalling, which appears evidently 
to be dictated by enmity to good 
principles ; and in the case of reli- 
gion to the: Gospel-of Jesus Christ, 
ought to discourage him at whom 
that opposition is aimed. 


Yours, &c. NovaNnGLus. 
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Extract from the Report of the 
Presbytery of Oneida. 


The Presbytery of Oneida consists 
of 28 members, and have under 
their care 32 Congregations, $ Li- 
centiates, and 1 Candidate. 
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Annual Report of the Churches, 
from Feb. 6, 1821, to Feb. 5, 1822. 


Communicants added 


Last year. Total. 
Whitesborough, +4 238 
Utica, 27 312 
Holland Patent, 8 114 
Little Falls, 19 62 
New-Hartford, 14 202 
Russia, 2 34 
Vernon, 7 105 
Mount Vernon, 6 137 
Herkimer, 1 32 
Litchfield, 6 76 
Trenton, 4 82 
Paris, 16 171 
Verona, 9 217 
Mexico, 65 114 
Rome, 5 211 
Camden, 22 170 
Westmoreland, 
Bridgewater, 10 163 
Western, 4 39 
Fairfield, 2 66 
Schenando, 
Norway, 5 5t 
Union, 6 131 
Volney, 27 76 
Williamstown, 15 46 
Vienna, 
New-Stockbridge, 
Augusta, 
Boonville, 
New-Haven, 61 $0 
Constantia, 
Richland, 
378 2929 


The Presbytery of Oneida have 
adopted the recommendation of the 
General Assembly in the words fol- 
lowing: Whereas the General As- 
sembly is the highest and most im- 
portant judicatory of the Presbyte- 
rian church; and whereas to obtain 
the divine blessing on that judica- 
tory, must appear to every Chris- 
tian of our denomination, to be a 
matter of the utmost moment: 

Therefore, Resolved, that this 
General Assembly recommend to 
all the churches under their care, to 
observe annually the afternoon or 
evening previous to the meeting of 
that body,” as a season of special 
prayer to Almighty God, for his 


blessing ; that he would, of his in- 


* The General Assembly convene the 3d 


Tuesday in May annually. 
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60 Revivals of Religion. 


finite mercy, condescend to super- 
intend and direct all their measures, 
deliberations and decisions ; so that 
all may redound to the promotion of 
his own glory, and the general pro- 
sperity of that particular church to 
which we belong. 

The Presbytery have also recom- 
mended to the congregations under 
their care, to appoint some indivi- 
duals among themselves to procure, 
if possible, some pecuniary aid, ei- 
ther by subscription or congrega- 
tional collections, or such ielacles 
of produce and household furniture 
as are necessary for the use of the 
students in the Theological Semi- 
mary at Auburn, and forward the 
same to David Hyde, Esq. Treasu- 
rer of the institution. 

The Presbytery have recommend- 
ed to the congregations under their 
care, to appoint persons whose dut 
it shall be to encourage efforts hick 
may be made to increase the funds 
of the A. B. C. F. M.; and to col- 
lect and forward to Mr. Abijah 
Thomas, Utica, Agent, free of ex 
pense, the monies and produce, and 
other articles that may be given for 
the use of the Board. 

The Presbytery resolved to re- 
ceive congregational churches under 
their care on thefollowing conditions: 

1. That they keep careful and re- 
gular records, and submit the same 
to the Presbytery annually, for their 
inspection and revision. 

2. That they send each a repre- 
sentative to attend the meetings of 
the Presbytery ; and in that case, 
such representative shall be permit- 
ted to vote, to act, and to enjoy ail 
the priyileges of an elder. 

S. That eyery member of the 
church thus cennected with us, shall 
be amenable to the Presbytery upon 
the same principles that they were 
amenable to the Association, which 
is understood to be that their deci- 


' 
; 
‘ 


sions were binding upon their mem. | 


bers. 


4. That the members may enjoy | 


the privilege of appeal to the Pres. | 


bytery ; but the appeal shall not be 
carried to a higher judicatory, with- 


out the consent of the church to § 


which the parties belong. 


Mevivals of Religion. 
In the counties of Jefferson and 


Oswego, N. Y. there has been, for ‘ 
some months past, an extensive re- | 


vival of religion, particularly in| 


New- Haven, Lorraine, Ellisburgh, | 
Adams,Rodman,Henderson, & Wa. | 


tertown. 
many have already united with 
the church in New-Haven ; but the 


As the fruits of this work, | 


precise number we are not able to! 


state. 


Presbyterian church, and about as 
many more are indulging a hope; 
besides those of other denomina- 
tions, the number of whom is thought 
to be not far from an hundred. In 


the society of Adams, under the 


| pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Gale, 
‘between eighty and ninety profess 
to have experienced religion, forty- 
four of whom have been added to 
the church. The north society in 
the same town, though destitute of 
the stated ministry, of the word 
and ordinances, has signally shared 
in this glorious work. Between 
sixty and seventy have here also be- 
come hopefully pious. In Hender- 
son, between seventy and eighty are 
rejoicing in hope. In some of the 
above places, the revival still con- 
tinues, and in others it has recently 
commenced. 
several have already obtained hopes, 


and the work is still progressing} 


Indeed, in most of the towns in that 


part of the state, there is a more J 


In Rodman, 52 have been® 
admitted to the communion of the 


In Sacket’s Harbor) 


than usual solemnity and attention) 


to the means of grace. 
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Mission to the Sandwich Islands. 


This mission continues to prosper. A 
etter from Mr. and Mrs. Thurston to a rela- 
ive, who is now an accepted missionary, has 
ust been received, dated May 23, 1821, four 
onths later than we had previously heard. 
‘yom which we make the following extracts: 
“« Again,” savs Mrs. 1 hurston, “] take my 
yen. From Kirooah we passed by Mowee, 
and there spent a month in comfortable cir- 
umstanees ; after which we arrived here, 
and were received into the bosom of the fa 
nily at Woahoo. After the perils I had ex- 
yerienced, I cannot describe to you my emo- 
ions in reaching this establishment. It 
eemed like getting home to a father’s house 
{ere now, on an extensive plain, in a grass- 
hatched cottage, with half a dozen pupils, 
saving the daily society of a Christian com- 
munity, my time passes almost imperceptibly 
way. Eleven children and adults are mem- 
bers of the family, and about thirty of the 
chool. Seven, long since, could read the 
Scriptures intelligibly 5 several haye commit- 
ed to memory Watts’s catechism for chil 
ren; and several have practised the art of 
yriting with much success. ‘the king is be- 
oming more temperate. Several of his last 
nterviews with the family have given us 
nuch encouragement. Last week he made 
his yearly splendid entertainment in honor of 
his father’s memory. ‘two tables were 
spread in the midst of many thousand natives, 
where himself, the mission family, captains, 
officers, and residents, were seated At his 
request, a minister was situated at eaeh table, 
and God acknowledged as the giver of those 
good things which were spread before them. 

“ We are now building the house sent out 
from America. When that is completed, he 
says he intends to taboo* dancing on the Sab- 
bath, and to attend meeting. He wishes to 
have a house sent out to Aim, by the good 
people of America, three stories high ; one 
story for the worship of Jehovah, as by and 
by he intends to pray. He wishes tol-ve us 
get all the sounds, and print books and pray- 
ers in the Owyhean language. 

‘*At Atooi, prospects of usefulness are 
very flattering. ‘Tamoree calls the brethren 
and sisters stationed there, his children ; and 
supplies their wants with all the indulgence 
of a fond father. Himself and his wife have 
commenced taking their meals at the table of 
the brethren, are very desirous to learn to 
read, and become acquainted with the con- 
tents of the Bible The king has placed 
thirty children under their instruction, to be 
educated as children are in America.” 

From the part of the letter written by mr. 
Thurston, we give the following extracts : 

**{ should have been glad to have written 
you a long letter, if time and circumstances 
would permit. mrs. T. has given you a ge- 
neral view of our trials and privatiens, of our 
reception among the heathen, of what we 
have done, and ot our prospects of usefulness. 
Truly, the Lord has done great things for us, 


* That is, forbid dancing on the Sabbath 


Sandwich Island and Palestine Missions. 
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whereof we are glad. We have done but little 
as yet towards aecomplishing the great obe 


ject for which we were sent to these Isies. 


Still, we bless God that we have been enabled 
to do somthing. 

‘““We greatly wish that you and some 
others would eome and help us gather this 
harvest of souls. The request which we 
heard while standing or the American shores, . 
from these islands, we reiterate with meress- 
ing emphasis : ‘ Brethren, come over and help 
us’ Perhaps» before these lines meet your 
eye, you will have taken your stxtion for life. 
If so, there, there, may you laber long, fxith- 
fully, and successfully, till Christ shall call 
you home.”—.Miss. Herald. 


i ¢ ee 


Extracts from the Journal of Mr. 
Parsons, while at Jerusaiem. 


Feb. 18. After breakfast, Procepius called 
upon me, repeated his willingness to aid me 
to the extent of his power, and baie me wel- 
come to all the privileges of the monastery. 

Feb. 20. I presented to Procopius an ex- 
cellent copy of the Persian Testament, trans. 
lated by the much lamented Henry Martyn. 
He read portions of it with fivency, and 
thanked me for the donation. Als@ gavea 
French Bible to the clerk of the monastery, 
who reads and understands the French lan- 
guage. 

Feb. 24. A priest came to my reom to 
read with me the Hely Scriptures. 

Feb. 27. Received a letter from the presi- 
deut of the Greek ‘monastery in Rama, ex- 
pressing his thanks for the tracts which I sent 
him to be distributed among the pilgrims. 

Feb. 28. Sent a few tracis to a Russian 
gentleman who resides in the monastery of 
Abraham. Also, gave a few te a young man 
belonging to the Catholic monastery. He 
engaged to read them attentively. 

Feb 29. Sold an Italian Testament, and 
gave an Armenian Testament to ar» Armeni- 
an, who engaged to aid me in the distribution 
of the Seripiures. Visited the priests, who 
have charge of the Holy Sepulchre, and gave 
thom a Testament. 

March 3 Gave to Procopius 100 tracts, to 
be distributed among the priests and pilgrims. 
Conversed a long time with a priest, respec- 
ting the nature of the new birth. He said it 
was baptism. ‘ When children are baptized, 
they are renewed, as it respects Adam’s 
transgression ; but if they herwintds sin, 
they must be puuished.’ This, so far as I 
can learn, is the prevailing sentimert among 
the Greeks. They can give no other account 
of the new heart. 

March 22. In the morning one of the pil- 
grims, with whom I read the Scriptures al- 
most every day, while on the passage, came 
to my room, and read with me several chap- 
ters. The progress which he has made in 


reading and in knowledge, is a rich compen- 
sation for all the trouble of teaching him. 
He often stops to tell me, in other words, the 
story he has read; and remarks upop the im- 
portance of living according to the Scriptures. 
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62 Palestine Mission—Sailor Returned, &c. 


He is never weary ; but, at the close of one 
chapter, he says, with a smile, * shall we read 
another?” When he passes me in the street, 
he expresses the affection of a brothers and at 
the same time looks to me as his instructor. 
The effect upon his life has been most salu- 
tary. He says, that he shall read the Testa- 
ment every day as long as he lives. He is 
soon to return to his country, more than a 
thousand miles from Jerusalem, and my op- 
portunities to visit and instruct him must 
cease. But he will carry with him the Holy 
Bible as his guide. and he will not soon for. 
get the past interesting scenes. I do indulge 
the secret hope, not that he is already con- 
verted, but that impressions have been made, 
which, by the blessing of the Holy Spirit. will 
result in a saving acquaintance with the Word 
of God, and in final admittance into heaven- 
With regard to the future, we can make no 
eertain calculations. For the past I feel bound 
to give thanks to God. 

Four persons have been at my room to 
read the Scriptures to-lay. The priests en- 
courage me in thisemployment. If, then, a 
missionary can reside here with no other em- 
ployment than to read the Scriptures with 
pilgrims, not uttering a word respecting Ca- 
tholics, Greeks, or Turks, a great work might 
be accomplished; a work which would im- 
part infinite joy to the friends of this mission, 
and guide many souls to eternal life. From 
the observations I have made, | am led to be- 
lieve, that reading the Scriptures is one of the 
most effectual methods to diffuse the spirit of 
piety ; a method to which God has often 
added a peculiar blessing. 

27. Passed the day in reading the Holy 
Scriptures in Greek and Italian, with a few 
Greeks, ' 

28. Read the Seriptures with several 
Greeks. 

30- Read Italian two hours in the morning 
with a few Greeks. Afterwards obtained per- 
mission from Procopius to visit all the Greek 
monasteries in Jerusalem, and to supply the 
pilgrims and monks with tracts. A Greek 
priest was my guide, 

April 6. A Swiss clergyman arrived with 
Bibles and Testaments. He informed me 
that he has disposed of many Testaments, and 
with prospects of usefulness. He designs, 
after the passover, to go to Aleppo. 

A missionary should have on hand a large 
aupply of tracts in the following languages : 
Greek, Russian: Armenian, Tuskish, Arabic, 
and Syriac. All are willing to read; and to 
ail God can impart his blessing. 

10. Have now visited thirteen Greek mo- 
nasteries, oue Catholics one Armenian, one 
Syrian, and one Coptic, within the walls of 
Jerusalem. Distributed in all, including the 
church of St, Constantine, 1000 tracts. These 
tracts are to be widely dispersed ; and per- 
haps read by people several thousands of 
miles from the Holy City. The very fact, 
that they were brought from Jérusalem, will 
attach to them a degree of sanctity, and give 
them higher claims upon the attention of a 
multitude of Christians. 
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I regret exceedingly» that I could not oj, 
tain tracts in the Armenian and Russian gp. 
guages, 

May 5. Since my arrival in Jerusalem, | 








have sold Arabic Psalters, 99 copies, 
Sold Greek Testaments since 
leaving Smyrna, _— 
Persian Testaments, (4to.) 2 * 
———Armenian Testaments, _ 
Italian Testament, 
Gave away, where there was a 
prospect of usefulness,Greek, 11 “ 


“e 


French, Italian,PersianArmenian, 9 

Repeated and earnest applications wer: 
made for Armenian Testaments ;_ but it wa 
not in my power to procure them. It willbe 
remembered, that before my arrival, Bible 
and Testaments were deposited in the re. 
spective monasteries by Procopius. 

—~— 


The Sailor Returned. 


“T sailed from Falmouth in the packet 


God, 1 had the happiness ef being present 
on that joyful occasion when the new Bethel 
Flag was first hoisted inthe United States 
Oh it was a noble sight to an English Sailor, 
and a grand day, when the sermons were 
preached, and allthe Ministers of different 
denominations in the city.assembled together 
for the good of poor sailors. The congrega- 
tion was exceedingly numerous, & every one 
seemed to rejoice, and praise God on this oe: 
easion. Iam just returned to my family in 
safety. I bless the Lord for his great kind. 
ness, and glorify his holy name for the great 
things he is doing among seamen,both in Eng. 
land and America.”—London Sailor’s Mag, 





Extraet of a letter from a Clergyman of the 
Methodist Church in Savannah, dated Jan: 
21, 1822. 

‘* As it relates to the revival in this city, 
can with pleasure remark, that it has been 
sueh an one as perhaps was never before wit- 
nessed in this unfortunate metropolis. Since 
the 2d of March last, we have added one huns 
dred & eighty-three members to our chureh, 
many of whom are promising young men and 
women, from whom we have much reason to 
expect a permanent support to the cause of 
Christ.” 





Question. 

Ought a church to include any 
more items of doctrine and duty in 
their confession of faith, on which 
members are received, than those 
which go to make up the character 
of a Christian P 

An answer is requested. 


—— + 


TO CORRESPONDENTS 

Several communications were received too 

late for insertion in thé present number 

‘* Y,” will please to forward his communi 

cations in the same way that he did the last 
They will be very acceptable. 
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‘a Ordinations and Installations. 
- 4t Hamilton, N- Y- Nov. 14th, the Rev. 
NaraanieL Lataam, and the Rev Ira Dun- 
oi ying as evangelists) Sermon by the Rev. 
Dies, Jesse Miner, from Rom. 10. 17, 
; In January last. the Reve Wititram WIt- 
uams was installed pastor of the church in 
New. Haven, N. Y- And on the 20th of Feb, 
the Rev. OLIVER AYER, pastor of the United 
Congregation and First Presbyterian Society 
in Richland, by the Presbytery of Oneida. 
vere Missionary Depository. 
be We beg leave to invite the atten- 
bly (tion of the Christian public to the 
re: [i Missionary Depository, kept in Uti- ! 
ca, by Mr. Asisau Tuomas. He | 
has been appointed an Agent for the 
a, American Board of Commisioners 
: . for ro Missions, to receive 
sent Mesuch articles as may be deposited 
S09 with him, and either sell them on| 
ilo, @eaccount of the Board, or forward 
vere Mthem to the several missionary sta- 
the (tons. The Presbytery of Oneida, 
oon. Meat their late meeting, adopted a re- 
ega S rs 
one Msolution recommending this esta- 
. blishment to the notice of the church- | 
ya. ecs under their care. The character || 
reat M0f Mr. ‘Thomas, for integrity and 
7s fidelity, is well known ; and three 
* Brespectable gentlemen in the vicini- |} 
I Seni 
f the HBty are also appointed, to examine 
Jan: Bhis books from time to time, and see 
tye] that they are faithfully kept. The 
been Presbytery recommended also, that 


each church or society should ap- 
point a committee of their own, to 
make the subject more generally 
known in their vicinity, and give 
their counsel and aid in collecting 
and forwarding such articles as may 
be given to promote the cause of 
missions. ‘These committees may 
also audit the accounts for their re- 
spective towns or societies, and take 
of a list of the donations received | 
from them, for the inspection and 
examination of their friends and 
heighbors. 

We think this establishment one 


1 too pl very great importance to this part 
__, of our country. Many think it a 
‘ast, @Privilege to give something to pro- 








mote the cause of missions, who } 


' 





Missionary Depository. 


63 
cannot conveniently raise money 
for that purpose. This establishment 
puts it in the power of every one to 
enjoy this privilege, in the way most 
convenient to himself. The farmer 
may devote a piece of land to the 
Lord, and deposit the proceeds at 
this store for sale. Individuals may 
associate, and cultivate a missionary 
field. Some may keep a sheep or 
two, and give the fleeces; others 
may make them into cloth. Some 
may give afew pounds of flax ; 
others may spin it into thread.— 
Mechanics may bring the several 
articles they manufacture. Little 
boys may raise a few garden vege- 
tables, or a little poultry, or pick up 
a bunch of quills. Little girls may 
knit stockings, or mittens,or suspen- 
ders. Every one can do something, 
which will turn to some account in 
promoting the great work of spread- 
ing the gospel among the heathen, & 
securing the salvation of perishing 
souls, There is no article, however 
small, but can be sold for something, 
and the avails of it paid into the 
treasury of the Board. Or if it does 
not happen to be saleable, it can be 
turned to some account, or put to 
some use, at the missionary stations. 
And in this way, every man, wo- 
man, and child, rich and poor, can 
procure to themselves the high ho- 
nor of being co-workers with God 
in advancing his cause in the world, 
and purchase to themselves the high 
enjoyment that is found in doing 
good. 

We hope that those who feel an 
interest in the cause of missions, in 
the several towns and societies, wilt 
see that committees are appointed, 
according to the recommendation of 
the Presbytery ; which may be done 
at the monthly concert, or such other 
time as may be more convenient. 
And we hope that the most intelli- 


gent and active friends of missions 


will be selected for this purpose, 
who will cheerfully devote their at- 


3 RAE 
ees Las =. 
<p ee see ae 


ee eee eee 


RT 


= = 
SS - — 
Se eB A ene ed , 


ae 
ao See 


64 


tention to the subject, and give the 
most effectual aid to a cause which 
is so near the heart of every Chris- 
tian philanthropist. 

N. B. It is very desirable that the 
articles forwarded for sale should be 
of the best quality, as such will 
command the readiest market and 
the best price. 

zc Monies designed for the trea- 
sury of the Board, can be forwarded 
through the hands of Mr. Thomas, 
without incurring the risk or ex- 
pense of sending by mail. 


Received, within a few months past, for 
the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions : 

Utica, 

From a female friend of missions, 

for the Cornwall school, Conn. 

From a female friend of missions 

From the Mite Society, composed 

of yeung females, by Miss Jane 
Sherman, Treasurer 
Collections at the monthly eoncert 
of prayer in the first Presbyterian 
society, (by Wm. Williams) 
Westmoreland, 
Collected at the monthly concert 
By a friend, to purchase a testament 
for heathen children 
Mexico, 
By Rev. D. R. Dixon, collections at 
monthly cancert 
Paris, 
A new-year’s gift from the Union 
Society, by the Rev. P. V. Bogue 11 77 
From miss Ruth Kasson 50 
«© Miss Eliza Rowell 60 
Clinton, 
Avails of a missionary field, 
by Philip Taylor 20 00 
From Mrs. Taylor, premium 
on an article of dom. man. 5 00-—25 00 
West Granville, N. Y. 
A donation by the Rev. R. Robin- 
son, Washington couuty 
Vernon. From a friend of missions, 
avails of a frait-tree 
Trenton. From Lucius Younglove, for 
educating heathen children 
Madison, From Mr. Stebbins, 1 00 
From Mrs. Stebbins, to edu- 
cate heathen children 2 00—--3 60 
Deerfield. By a soc. of young people 3 25 
Paris. From a friend of missions, an 
order on Messrs. Merrell & Ha- 
stings, payable in books 
One second hand buffalo skin, from 
a friend of missions 
Norwich Soc From mrs. Eunice 


41 51 
5 00 


10 00 
1 00 


4 50 


16 00 


Missionary Depository. 


Trenton. A bundle of clothing, a roll 
of cloth, and an ax, from indivi- 
duals, by Dea. Younglove, esti- 
mated at 

Bridgewater. By children of Dr. L. 
Hull, 52 bunches of onions 

Verona. mr. Samuel Avery, 13 bush, 
oats, from 1-4 acre of miss. land 

Sherburn. mrs. Mary Braynard, one 
small bundle 

mr. Jas. Thompson, 2 bags onions 

Paris Hill By individuals, the avails 
of 1 1-2 acre of land, 271 1-2 bu- 
sheis of potatoes 

Camden. By individuals, a box of clo- 
thing, estimated at 

New-Hartford. miss L. Gaylord, 1 bag 
of dried apples 

Augusta. From individuals, a box of 
clothing, estimated at 

Verona. From Sarah, Sally, and Har- 
riet Sedgwick, 5 yards of flannel 

marcellus. A box of clothing, by indi- 
viduals, estimated at 

Paris. Clinton Society. By Colonel S. 
Gridley, 27 bushels of oats 

From an agricultural missionary so - 
ciety within the bounds of a com. 
school dist. 47 bushels of corn 

Deerfield. By a society of young peo- 
ple, 11 bushels of Indian corn, 
and 6 bushels uf oats & 

Trenten. By Dea. Younglove, 21 bu- 
shels of oats 

By a son ef Dea. Younglove, 5 buf 
shels of potatoes 

Sidney, Delaware co. A box of clo- 
thing, by females, estimated at 

Adams. By ladies in the North Con- 
gregational Society, 36 1-2 yards 
of white flannel 

Total amount of articles on which a 
price has been fixed 399 0 


ABIJAH THOMAS, “Agent. 
Utiea, Feb. 28, 1822. 
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SONG OF ANGELS, 


Sweet was the song the angels sung 
To hail the infant earth, 

While she in listening wonder hung 
To hear their holy mirth, 


Sweeter the song of pure delight 
From that angelic throng, 

When shepherds, through the starry night, 
With rapture heard the song. 


But sweeter yet the song shall flow 
In harmony divine, 

When saints, escap’d from toil and wo, 
The last grand chorus join.—Panoplist. 


Errata. Tn our last, page 7, line 52, firs 
column: strike out other. Page 24, line % 


first column, read, “Is it because God doei 
not know how to accomplish it? No; fv 
God isanfinite in knowledge. Is it becaust 
God is not able to accomplish it? No; for 
God is almighty.” 
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€oe, and her daughter Anna Coe, 

a box of clothing, estimated at 
Cazenovia. From mr. Zadock Sweet- 

land, 4 rms. of writing paper 
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